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LIVE THE LITURGY:          ~ St. Mary’s Liturgy Committee 

It is do easy to procrastinate at this time of the year, in which the days are short and nights come quickly. There’s 
always tomorrow. It can wait. Yet without cutting short our self-care practice of adequate rest, we remember that 
tomorrow is a gift not yet realized. Today. Today is precious time already in our hands. Make that phone call. Write 
that letter. Drop off the donation. Today. Stay aware of the ways that we can make the most of our lives, right now. 
Stay awake for the presence of God, the signs of what is to come, and the blessings of incarnate love all around us – a 
love in which we each bear God’s image and likeness.   

Prayer for this First Week of Advent: As we wait for the Blessed Hope, the Christ, to return, let us pray: God of our 
coming and going, you gave us your Son who leads us back to you. Help us stay awake. Keep our lives always on the 
task of preparing for what is to come. May we never squander the precious life and the time you have secured for us. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen (from Daily Prayer 2026)  

 

Mass Schedule:  Dec 1 – Dec 7, 2025 
 

Mon., Dec 1:  ,  No Mass Scheduled 
 

Tues., Dec 2:    No Mass Scheduled             
 

Wed., Dec 3:   8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Margo Heck 
           

Thur., Dec 4:  10:00 A.M. Mass – Guttenberg Care Center 
     Gene & Mary Tujetsch 
   

Fri., Dec 5:  8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Gary & Floyd Westhoff 
  9:00—9:45 A.M. Confessions 
 

Sat., Dec 6:   Vigil of Second Sunday of Advent 
                  4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo 
         Gerald Hoeger & Angeline Berns 
      5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Carol Schlueter Family 
                          

Sun., Dec 7:  Second Sunday of Advent 
                   8:30 A.M. Mass –  Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista 
     People of the Parish 
      10:00 A.M. – Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed       
          Mary Lou Gulbro 
 

St. Mary Social Justice Committee’s 7th Annual CHRISTMAS CLOTHING MISSION 

Please take a tag from the Giving Tree at the back of the church. Each tag lists a gift for a child or adult in 
need. After purchasing the item, attach the tag and place the unwrapped gift in the container at the back of the 

church. Returned by Dec 14. The Resource Center will distribute the donations to local families in need.  

To ALL CURRENT and hopefully NEW 
Readers/Lectors:  Sue Bahls is moving 
the Reader Ministry Scheduling to 
me.  Over the next week I'd like to talk 
with current readers and any folks 
interested in this wonderful ministry as 
Readers of the Word at Mass.  Please 
contact me for more information at 319-
393-1234 or beckyts388@gmail.com and 
let's visit!  Gratefully, Becky Shaffer 

What are Stephen Ministers? Laypeople 
trained to provide one-on-one care.  They 
have compassionate hearts for those who 
are hurting, and are equipped with caring 
ministry skills after having completed 50 
hours of training.  They typically meet with 
one person at a time once a week, to listen, 
care, encourage, and offer emotional 
support. Confidentiality is the cornerstone 
of a Stephen Minister.  If you or someone 
you know would like to find out more, call  
Becky Shaffer at 319-393-1234. 

Have you felt called to serve at the Lord’s Table? We invite parishioners 
to prayerfully consider becoming a Eucharistic Minister of Holy 

Communion. This beautiful ministry allows you to share the Body 
and Blood of Christ with our faith community. Whether you are new to 

this ministry or seeking a refresher, this training which will begin 
January 2026 will prepare you for reverent and confident service.  The 

training will be spread over a couple of months with 2 meetings per 
month.  To register/learn more, contact the parish office: 563-252-1247. 

Resources for the Liturgical Year:   
You can find family resources for the 
Liturgical Year in a new section on the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque website at https://
dbqarch.org/liturgical-seasons. Click on the 
"Advent and Christmas" button to find 
information about Saints, family fun 
activities—including an advent calendar, 
prayers and more to help your family 
celebrate Advent and Christmas!   

 
Reminder: Dec 8th, Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception is a Holy Day of Obligation; Mass 6pm 
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Parish Council:     
Beth Sadewasser, Chair 

563-880-2743  
Jessie Young,  

Gerald Bormann,  
Lois Bries 

Adam Scherbring 
Larry Wille 

 

Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247 
Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476 
St. Anne: Maggie Schlueter,563-252-1490 
Cath Daughters: Janet Happel: 319-530-9121 
Prayer Line:  Betty Evers, 563-252-1666 
Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469 
St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815 
                    Phoebe Johnson:  563 880-4767  
Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234 Secretary:  Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com 

Priest:  Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017    
Deacon:  James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696 
Faith Formation:Erin Schmelzer, 563-880-7471 
Youth Ministry:  Katey Simon, 563-219-4129 
Parish Life:  Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 
Liturgy:  Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 
Choir:  Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 

Finance: 
Jim Schlueter 
563-252-1490  
Marv Althoff  

Jeff Burr  
Tom Augustyn 
Sharon Keehner 

Austin Greve 

Homily:  November  30, First Sunday of Advent:   “Let us . . . ”      ~ Fr. Paul 

 

My dear people of God the chief function of the season of Advent is to prepare us for Christmas. However, to 
understand Christmas we have to start at the beginning with the history of Salvation. God’s plan of Salvation is 
centered in Christ and realized through him. 
 

Today the liturgy invites us to come to the house of God, so that God may teach us his ways and help us to walk in his 
light.  Today we hear the voices of the prophet Isaiah, of St Paul the great missionary, and that of Jesus Himself. The 
voice of Isaiah cries out to us, “Let us go to the Lord; let us walk in the light of the Lord.”  The voice of St. Paul has 
this to say: “Let us give up the things we do in the dark; let us appear in the light; let us live decently.”  And that of 
the Lord Himself reminds us, “Let us stay awake, let us stand ready.”  My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, what is 
their common call? The response to the responsorial psalm says, “Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” 
 

My dear people of God, for the coming four Sundays, God’s voice will reach out to you asking us and urging us, to go 
to God’s house.  What does this mean to us as Christians? It means coming nearer to God in the days ahead. This may 
mean some change in certain parts of our lives. A change is often the hardest thing to do.  In the silence of your heart 
ask yourself, what is the greatest obstacle between God and me now?  What stands between me and the fullness of 
God’s love?  What am I putting between God and myself. 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, God is asking us to let go of our resentments towards our brothers and sisters 
who have offended us, but we continue to hold a grudge against them.  We need to stop abusing alcohol or kick some 
other bad habit that is leading us into sin, but we keep doing them.  God is calling us to spend more time with him, but 
we choose to let movies or television fill the space that we could have spent with God in prayer. 
 

In this Advent let us give up certain habits of sin that really turn us away from God, so that we continue to live and 
walk in the light of the Lord.  If there are any ways you are moving away from God, ask him for forgiveness, and the 
grace to do better. His mercy is always available for you.  My dear people of God, believe that God Himself can help 
you with His power to change whatever needs to be changed in your lives. He will let go what you need to give up, 
and to make grow what needs to grow. 
 

My dear people of God, indeed the voices of God’s messengers will be calling us every Sunday of Advent. You can 
be a faithful and devoted servant if you listen to his voice and do the Father’s will.  Let us open our ears and our 
hearts to those voices and follow what they ask from us.  Let us make sure that in our own lives we have given up that 
one thing which makes it hard for us to be true Christians and to live as such.  May God, whose power can move 
mountains and also the hearts of human person, give us the 
power and the courage to come nearer to God’s house.   
         May the good Lord richly bless you!  Amen.   

Upcoming Parish Events . . . 
(BH is Brinkmann Hall;       PC is Parish Center) 

Nov 30:  1st Sunday of Advent 
   Choir Practice after Mass 
Dec 1:   Parish Council Meeting, 6:30pm, PC 
Dec 2:   Cath Daughters Meeting, Noon, BH 
  KC Meeting, 7:30pm, Club Room 
Dec 3:   Sacred Seed Sowers Book Club, 1pm, PC 
 Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 
Dec 7:   Patriotic Rosary, 5:30pm 
Dec 8:   Holy Day of Obligation, Mass 6pm @ St. Mary 
Dec 10:  Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 
Dec 12:  Decorating Church for Christmas, 12:30pm 
Dec 14:  Coffee and Donuts after Mass, BH 
   December Birthday Basket 
   Clayton Ridge High School Concert, 7pm 

A Stewardship Moment:  The Son of Man will come at 
an hour you do not expect.  Good stewards know that 
they are accountable to God for all they have and are, 
and they strive to live in readiness for His coming. 

Prayer List:  Please join us in praying for :  Cindy 
Taake, Terry Eglseder, Maria George, Pam Wille, Don 
Goedken, Fr. Bries, Lenny Young, Matt and Mindy 

Westhoff.   Please contact Betty Evers at  563-252-1666 for 
additions/changes.     

Mass intentions:  Since it is not yet known which churches 
will host weekend & daily Masses, we are unable to schedule 
Mass intentions beyond June 30, 2026. The Archdiocese has 
set the offering for a Mass intention at $10.  If you would like 
to request a Mass during the first half of 2026, please visit the 
parish office so we can check available dates.   

Christmas Decorating Volunteers Wanted:  Join us on 
Friday, December 12 at 12:30pm as we decorate the 
church for Christmas. Many hands make light work—let’s 
celebrate the season by decorating together!  


