
St. Mary Parish 

  518 South 2nd Street;   PO Box 847;   Guttenberg, Iowa 52052   

Nov 20, 2025       ~     Rectory:  563-252-1247      ~     Fr.’s Cell:  563-880-6017     ~     www.maryicjoseph.org 

LIVE THE LITURGY:          ~ St. Mary’s Liturgy Committee 

This weekend marks one hundred years since Pope Pius XI established the Feast of Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe. As we celebrate this feast, instead of considering an earthly king, we turn our attention to the “King of 
Kings” and “Lord of Lords”, whose “Kingdom will have no end”.  

With Christmas on the horizon, the last thing we expect to hear in the Gospel right now is an account of Jesus’s death. 
It’s especially jarring on this Solemnity, the last of the liturgical season, honoring Christ the King. But there’s a lesson 
here: Our King comes to us in surprising ways, in unexpected moments. He is a guest at a wedding, a visitor to a well, 
a traveler on a stormy sea, a criminal bleeding on a cross. And again and again, we realize: An encounter with Him 
changes everything. What kind of King is this?  

Think of the name we will soon hear in Advent, “Emmanuel”. God-with-us. He is not detached. He listens, He 
empathizes, He forgives. Even in His final conversation on the Cross, Christ offers mercy to a man who pleads, 

“Remember me.” Where will we encounter our King this season? May we never tire of looking for Him! (parts taken 

from Living Faith)  

BAPTISM INTO THE FAMILY OF GOD & OUR  
COMMUNITIES OF FAITH: 

  

  Saturday, November 22, St. Joseph, Garnavillo, 2pm 

Caden Joseph Stroschein  
Son of Samuel and Megan Stroschein  

May you grow in the love & wisdom of Jesus Christ! 

Eucharistic Adoration:  Wed, Nov 26,  9am—7pm 

Stop by for a few minutes or an hour— Jesus is waiting for you! 

 

Mass Schedule:  Nov 24 – Nov 30, 2025 
 

Mon., Nov 24:  ,  No Mass Scheduled 
 

Tues., Nov 25:    No Mass Scheduled             
 

Wed., Nov 26:   8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Jim & Mary Gamerdinger 
          5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo 
     People of the Parish 
         

Thur., Nov 27:  8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Bob Waterhouse 
   

Fri., Nov 28:  8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Vernon & Joyce Cherne 
       9:00—9:45 A.M. Confessions 
 

Sat., Nov 29:   Vigil of First Sunday of Advent 
                  4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo 
       Angeline Berns & Harold & Lois Mueller 
      5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Bob & Elaine Hoffmann 
                          

Sun., Nov 30:  First Sunday of Advent 
                   8:30 A.M. Mass –  Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista 
     People of the Parish 
      10:00 A.M. – Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed       
          Danny Carrier(Month’s Mind) 

Please pray for the following people who 
are attending the National Catholic Youth 
Conference (NCYC) in Indianapolis.  
Students:  Allysa Sadewasser, Connor 
Errthum, Kamya Millard, Keira Willet-
Gau, Matthew Kies, Nova Patzner, & 
Rashell Westhoff.  Chaperones:  Katey 
Simon, Amy Bly, Robert Kies & Ken 
Davis.  May they have safe travels, be open 
to the Holy Spirit, and encounter Jesus in a 
powerful way. 

The Parish Council is seeking 
your input on the sale of the 
Soccer Field.  Click here or scan 
the QR Code to vote 
electronically by Nov 23.  Return paper 
ballots(attached to last week’s bulletin) by 
Nov 23rd to the collection basket).   

Pope Leo Digital Experience:  Pope Leo 
XIV will be joining NCYC 2025 live 
virtually! The encounter will take place on 
Friday, November 21, 2025, at 10:15 am 
ET (9:15 Central Time) during NCYC’s 
morning general session. He will 
participate in a 45 minute real-time 
dialogue. Anyone can register to be a part 
of this experience! Just go to ncyc.us/
digitalexperience to register for free!  

From Fr. Bries . . . Sunday, Nov. 23 will be 
my final radiation treatment.  Thank You 
for all your wonderful cards and prayers!  
Also thank you for the prayer shawl from 
St. Mary's Parish Life Committee.  I will 
know the results in four weeks.  I have 
been told that I will be very tired in the 
upcoming weeks.  God bless!!!  

https://www.wesharegiving.org/App/Form/d4d2404d-9b53-4925-ad47-7ed041007856
http://ncyc.us/digitalexperience
http://ncyc.us/digitalexperience


Parish Council:     
Beth Sadewasser, Chair 

563-880-2743  
Jessie Young,  

Gerald Bormann,  
Lois Bries 

Adam Scherbring 
Larry Wille 

 

Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247 
Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476 
St. Anne: Maggie Schlueter,563-252-1490 
Cath Daughters: Janet Happel: 319-530-9121 
Prayer Line:  Betty Evers, 563-252-1666 
Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469 
St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815 
                    Phoebe Johnson:  563 880-4767  
Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234 Secretary:  Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com 

Priest:  Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017    
Deacon:  James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696 
Faith Formation:Erin Schmelzer, 563-880-7471 
Youth Ministry:  Katey Simon, 563-219-4129 
Parish Life:  Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 
Liturgy:  Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 
Choir:  Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 

Finance: 
Jim Schlueter 
563-252-1490  
Marv Althoff  

Jeff Burr  
Tom Augustyn 
Sharon Keehner 

Austin Greve 

Homily:  Christ the Universal King          ~ Fr. Paul 

 

My dear people of God, today we come to the last Sunday of our liturgical year. Next Sunday we begin our new 
liturgical year as we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent. The feast of Christ the King is a great gift from the Church 
to help us put our lives, our values, our perspectives, and our goals in order.  It is a time to ask ourselves “who truly is 
our King,” Jesus Christ, God’s Son through whom God has given us these heavenly position of honor. The gospel of 
Luke 1:32 says, “He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne 
of David his father.” Jesus is King and leader of God’s Kingdom. 
 

In the gospel, Jesus was crucified between two thieves. It was a very shameful and a pitiful scene. Yet Jesus claims 
that he is a King. One of the thieves believes him and prays; “Remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” 
This thief was a person of extraordinary faith, seeing himself dying the same death and yet recognizing in Jesus 
something more.  Jesus’ response was simple: “Indeed, I promise you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” Jesus’ 
words help us to understand his Kingdom. Before Pilate he said; “Mine is not a Kingdom of this world, my Kingdom 
is not of this kind.” (John 18:36).  Seeing the miracles and the other wonderful things Jesus performed, by their 
popular acclamation the people wanted to make him their King. He refused the offer to be their King(John 6:15). 
Jesus was already anointed King not of the Jews only, but the whole of creation.   
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Jesus is the King of our hearts and master of our lives.  His Kingship is not like 
that of a hard ruler, but rather he is gentle(Matthew 11:28–29). King Jesus is gentle, humble, compassionate, 
understanding, always ready to help. To his Apostles he had said; “You know that among the pagans, the rulers lord it 
over them, and their great men make their authority felt. This is not to happen among you. NO! Anyone who wants to 
be great among you must be your servant; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:27–28.)   
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Jesus is a King who serves and gives his life to save others, no matter the cost. 
Jesus wants each of us to accept him as his/her King. He has already promised each of us a place in heaven. It is 
therefore mandatory for us to live our lives in such a way that we can bring the values of the Kingdom to others; i.e. 
justice in our dealings with others, with our marriage partners, charity in our relations and activities, peace in our 
families and communities.   
 

My dear people of God, in this way we can hope to take our place in heaven.  Let us continue to be grateful to God for 
taking us out of darkness and bringing us into his son’s Kingdom of light.   

         May the good Lord richly bless you!  Amen.   

Upcoming Parish Events . . . 
(BH is Brinkmann Hall;       PC is Parish Center) 

Nov. 20-23:  NCYC, Indianapolis, Indiana 
Nov 21: Last day to provide Journey in Faith Feedback 
Nov 22:  Christmas Giving Tree will be setup 
Nov 24:  Finance Committee Mtg, Noon, PC 
Nov 26:  Eucharistic Adoration, 9am-7pm 
Nov 30:  1st Sunday of Advent 
   Choir Practice after Mass 
Dec 1:   Parish Council Meeting, 6:30pm, PC 
Dec 2:  KC Meeting, 7:30pm, Club Room 
Dec 3:   Sacred Seed Sowers Book Club, 1pm, PC 
 Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 
Dec 7:   Patriotic Rosary, 5:30pm 
Dec 8:   Holy Day of Obligation, Mass 6pm @ St. Mary 
Dec 10:  Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 

Stewardship:  Today we celebrate Christ the King and 
are reminded that all was created through Him and for 
Him. Does my stewardship of the blessings entrusted 
to me give evidence that Christ is Lord of my life? 

Prayer List:  Please join us in praying for:  Cindy Taake, 
Terry Eglseder, Maria George, Pam Wille, Don 
Goedken, Fr. Bries, Lenny Young.   Please contact 
Betty Evers at  563-252-1666 for additions/changes.     

Mass intentions:  Since it is not yet known which churches 
will host weekend & daily Masses, we are unable to schedule 
Mass intentions beyond June 30, 2026. The Archdiocese has 
set the offering for a Mass intention at $10.  If you would like 
to request a Mass during the first half of 2026, please visit the 
parish office so we can check available dates.   

St. Mary Social Justice Committee’s 7th Annual 

CHRISTMAS CLOTHING MISSION 

Please take a tag from the Giving Tree at the back of 
the church. Each tag lists a gift for a child or adult in need. 

After purchasing the item, attach the tag and place the 
unwrapped gift in the container at the back of the church. All 

items must be returned by Dec 14. The Family Resource 
Center will distribute the donations to local families in need.  


