
St. Mary Parish 

  518 South 2nd Street;   PO Box 847;   Guttenberg, Iowa 52052   

May 21, 2026       ~     Rectory:  563-252-1247      ~     Fr.’s Cell:  563-880-6017     ~     www.maryicjoseph.org 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY:             ~ St. Mary’s Liturgy Group 

On Pentecost, we celebrate the birth of the Church, new life coming into being with the breath of the Holy Spirit. It is 
the day that the risen Christ poured out the Holy Spirit upon the Church. The Church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
embarked its mission. When Jesus breathed on the disciples and shared the Holy Spirit, they received two gifts. First 
they received the gift of peace. The disciples were huddled in the Upper Room afraid of what could happen to them. 
The gift of peace calmed their fears and gave them joy. Freed from fear, they had the power to undertake their 
mission. The second gift was the power to overcome sin. With the Holy Spirit, sins are forgiven and relationships with 
God and one another are restored. The Holy Spirit is here to guide us out of darkness and bring life wherever sin has 
caused a spiritual death. We must open our heart and let Him in. He helps us to leave behind all guilt and shame. If 
you feel that you may have walked away from the Lord., ask Him to “bend the stubborn heart and will, melt the 
frozen, warm the chill, and guide the steps that go astray.” Ask the Lord to show you the way back to God.  

Parish Directory:  Order a commemorative directory today!  Reserve your copy by clicking here or signing up 
at the back of the church.  Cost is $6 and can be paid for when you pick up your directory on June 21st.   

Mass Counts: Fri 5/15:  22; Sat 5/16:  87  
         Sun 5/17:  153; Wed 5/20:  20    

 

Mass Schedule:  May 25 – May 31, 2026 

 

Mon., May 25: 10:00 A.M. Mass—St. Joseph Cemetery Chapel, Garny

      James Hoeger       
 

Tues., May 26:   No Mass Scheduled 
               

Wed., May 27:  8:30 A.M. Mass –  St. Mary, Guttenberg   
      Virginette Frommelt  
         9:00 A.M.—7:00 P.M.  Eucharistic Adoration 
        

Thur., May 28:  8:30 A.M. Mass—River Living Center, Guttenberg 
      Marlene McLane 
                     

Fri., May 29:  8:30 A.M. Mass –  St. Mary, Guttenberg 
             Donna Balk & Julie Schlueter 
                           9:00-9:45 Confessions 
 

Sat., May 30:   Vigil of  The Most Holy Trinity 
           4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo 
        Matt Family & Angeline Berns 
      5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg 
             Virginette Frommelt & Bob Waterhouse 
                    

Sun., May 31:  The Most Holy Trinity 
                   8:30 A.M. Mass –  Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista 
     People of the Parish 
      10:00 A.M. – Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed       
                             Sandy & Rhonda Gebhardt  

Journey In Faith: Liturgical Ministry after July 14:  As part of the preparation for pastorate life in July 2026, 
our parish staff has been meeting weekly to participate in a "prep series" presented by the archdiocese. Each week the 
prep series focuses on a specific topic. A recent topic was Planning for July Masses.  Our parish, along with those in 
our new pastorate, will begin collectively planning to celebrate Liturgy together in the named weekend Mass 
locations.  We will be planning for liturgical ministers, music, hospitality, and more.  Part of that planning will be 
inviting all liturgical ministers from all parishes to continue their ministry.  In the month of June, liturgical ministers 
will receive information on their specific ministry.   **Interim Mass Schedule announced at Masses on May 30/31** 

Eucharistic Adoration, May 27, 9am—7pm 
Come and spend some time with Jesus! 

As we move through life, change is 
inevitable. Some changes feel simple to 
navigate, while others challenge us more 
deeply. In many cases, it’s not the change 
itself that’s difficult—it’s the transition.   
 

The video:   Managing Transition by Pat 
Lencioni: is a 30‑minute overview of the 
Bridges Transition Model which provides 
a foundation for how to walk through 
transitions.  This video can help each of us 
as we go through JIF.  Please take some 
time to view it.  The link to the video can 
also be found on our website.   

Mass Server Training:   

Interested in becoming a Mass server—or 

need a refresher? Training will be offered 

on Sunday, May 31 & June 7 immediately 

after Mass. Adults & youth in 3rd grade 

and above are welcome.  We also invite St. 

Joseph Parish Mass servers/future 

servers, as we hope they will continue their 

Mass serving ministry at St. Mary Church.  

Contact Katey Simon, 563-219-4129.   

Congrats to all 2026 Graduates! May God continue to bless you! 

https://giving.myparishsoft.io/App/Form/d47d048c-324a-411e-be9b-70d63d385f14
https://vimeo.com/171578804?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://vimeo.com/171578804?fl=pl&fe=vl


Parish Council:     
Beth Sadewasser, Chair 

563-880-2743  
Jessie Young,  

Gerald Bormann,  
Lois Bries 

Adam Scherbring 
Larry Wille 

 

Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247 
Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476 
St. Anne: Maggie Schlueter,563-252-1490 
Cath Daughters: Janet Happel: 319-530-9121 
Prayer Line:  Betty Evers, 563-252-1666 
Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469 
St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815 
                    Phoebe Johnson:  563 880-4767  
Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234 Secretary:  Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com 

Priest:  Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017    
Deacon:  James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696 
Faith Formation:Erin Schmelzer, 563-880-7471 
Youth Ministry:  Katey Simon, 563-219-4129 
Parish Life:  Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 
Liturgy:  Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 
Choir:  Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 

Finance: 
Jim Schlueter 
563-252-1490  
Marv Althoff  

Tom Augustyn 
Sharon Keehner 

Austin Greve 

Homily:  Pentecost          ~ Fr. Paul 
       

     My dear people of God,  Pentecost is a great day of the church’s life. Pentecost marks the birthday of the church. It 
is a celebration of Jesus’s gift of the Holy Spirit to the church and to each of the baptized.  Today we recall the 
powerful events in Jerusalem on that first Pentecost Sunday. Before then, the disciples were frightened behind locked 
doors. On Pentecost, the doors were opened as they received the Holy Spirit in a drama of wind and tongues as of fire, 
which parted and came to rest on each of them.  Then they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
different tongues, as the spirit enabled them to proclaim. They became confident and courageous.  That Holy Spirit 
has remained within the church.  
     My dearly beloved, our second reading today from Saint Paul reminds us that the Holy Spirit is given to the church 
and to each individual Christian as well. Frequently, when we think of the Holy Spirit, we select the extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, such as people speaking in tongues and being gifted with healing or grand inspiration.  My 
dear people of God, there are also the ordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit that we can easily overlook. To me these are the 
gifts that bring inner healing to the broken soul.  The gifts of the Holy Spirit that enable us to forgive, to have the 
power to be faithful to our promises and vows. The spirit that can bring us back to a living faith.  The gift of the Holy 
Spirit that helps us to pray sincerely, honestly and powerfully. 
     To me, we take these gifts of the Holy Spirit for granted. They don’t receive the attention of the extraordinary gifts, 
but they are more important.  So Paul calls these “ordinary gifts” the greater gifts because through them the Holy 
Spirit brings order, balance and health to our souls.  My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, the feast of Pentecost 
reminds us that the gift of the Holy Spirit is not limited to the Old Testament prophets and church leaders. It is given 
to all of us in baptism and strengthened in confirmation. 
     Secondly, the Holy Spirit is present, not just in dramatic moments, in tongues of fire, but whenever we manifest 
courage in living the gospel, when we open our heart in prayer, when we reach out to another, when we make wise 
choices, when we appreciate the magnificent of God‘s presence, when we deepen our knowledge of the Lord.   The 
spirit of wisdom, understanding, knowledge, counsel, piety fortitude, and the fear of the Lord. These ordinary gifts are 
memorized in confirmation.   
     Lastly, the Holy Spirit is for every life and for every age, a source of renewal.  My dear people of God, Pentecost is 
not just about history.  Deep inside us from baptism and confirmation is a gift from Jesus and the fulfillment and 
harvest of Easter.  To find God, we don’t have to travel great 
distances.  The Holy Spirit of God is within us; in our hearts.  
     Come, Holy Spirit, renew the hearts of your faithful and 
enkindle in us the fire of your love.  Send forth your spirit and 
they shall be created.  And you shall renew the face of the 
Earth.  Amen.   
     May the good Lord richly bless you! 
 

Upcoming Parish Events . . . 
(BH is Brinkmann Hall;       PC is Parish Center) 

May  27:  Eucharistic Adoration, 9am-7pm 
May 30/31:  Interim Mass Schedule is announced 
May 31:  Mass Server Training after Mass 
Jun 2:  CDA, Monona, Noon 
Jun 3:  Sacred Seed Sowers Book Club, 1pm, PC 
Jun 7:   Mass Server Training After Mass  
Jun 7:  Coffee & Donuts After Mass, BH 
Jun 7:  Patriotic Rosary, 5:30pm 
Jun 8—12:  Community Vac. Bible School 
Jun 12-13:  KC’s @ Bender’s food cookout, 11am-6pm 
June 15-June 20:  Weeklong Activities for 175th Anniv. 
Jun 21:   St. Mary Parish 175th Anniversary Celebration 

A Stewardship Moment: In the second reading 
today, St. Paul reminds the Corinthians, “There are 
different gifts, but the same Spirit, there are different 
ministries, but the same Lord. “  How am I using my 
gifts for the common good? 

Prayer List:  Please join us in praying for: Terry 
Eglseder, Maria George Family, Pam Wille, Lenny 
Young, Maria (Frommelt) Somsel, Fr. Paul Bormann, 
Andy Schroeder, Kenny Scherbring, LeRoy Bries, Mick 

Pierce, Victoria Mass, Sarah Dress, special intention of Betty 
Evers, Lois Goerdt.  Contact Betty Evers: 563-252-1666.     

175th Anniversary T-Shirts 
Small—XL:  $8ea;  

2X:  $10 ea; 3X:  $12 ea 

Stop by Esser’s to purchase 

Important Note regarding Mass on Saturday, July 11th 

St. Joseph, Garnavillo will celebrate their final Mass and say 
farewell to Fr. Paul on Saturday, July 11th at 4:00 p.m. So that 
Fr. Paul and Deacon Pfaffly may fully participate in the 
celebration and fellowship, the St. Mary Parish Council has 
decided to cancel the Saturday, July 11th 5:30pm Mass at St. 
Mary’s.   Please mark your calendars and plan accordingly.   


