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LIVE THE LITURGY  Inspiration for the week:  Be Ready for God to “Stop By” 
 

In my experience, most people can be divided into two groups: those who are old enough to remember when you kept 
food on hand for company, and those who aren’t. 
 

For those of you in the latter group, let me explain. Before text messaging and social media made us all 
unconditionally, mercilessly reachable, people would do this thing called “stopping by.” They would be passing by a 
friend’s house, maybe on the way home from work or shopping, and they would just … stop. With no warning. No 
notice whatsoever. “I was just in the neighborhood,” they would say. I remember my mother and I would do this on 
many a Saturday. It wasn’t an everyday occurrence, but it was common enough that you had to be ready.  
 

“Crazy,” you might exclaim. “People just appeared on your doorstep? How did you cope with the uncertainty?” Well, 
most of us had moms who kept a little something on hand to eat or drink that was extra nice, just in case anyone 
stopped by. That way, we were always ready. 
 

Last week’s readings are about a lot of things: prayer, hope, redemptive suffering. They’re about what it means to be a 
Christian, and not just what it means to do Christian things. 
 

Most of all, though, they’re about readiness. If God showed up at your door, would you be ready for Him? Would you 
be ready for what He gives you, or what He takes away? Would you be ready for Him to interrupt the plans you have 
for yourself? To disrupt the idea you carry in your mind of what a servant or a steward is supposed to be? 
 

Read your Bible. Say your rosary. Go to Mass. Get to Confession. Talk to God — every day, not just when you think 
you need Him. That way, you are always 
ready.  — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS BAPTISM INTO THE FAMILY OF GOD &  

      OUR COMMUNITIES OF FAITH: 
 

Sunday, August 14 at  St. Mary, Guttenberg during Mass  

Emma Francis Wille  
 infant daughter of Jacob & Hannah [Vonhandorf] Wille  

 

 May you grow in age, knowledge & wisdom in the Lord! 

Mass Schedule:  August 1 – August 7, 2022 
 

Mon., Aug 1:   [No Mass scheduled] 
 

Tues., Aug 2:  8:30 A.M.—St. Joseph, Garnavillo   
     Barb Mohning & Kainz Family  
    

Wed., Aug 3:   8:30 A.M. – St. Mary, Guttenberg  
                              Julius & Verna Steffen Family  
                        

Thur., Aug 4:   10:00 A.M. – Guttenberg Care Center  
                              Leon Berns & Pete Davis               
                         

Fri., Aug 5:   [No Mass Scheduled] 
 

Sat., Aug 6:   Vigil of 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
     4:00 P.M.—St. Joseph, Garnavillo  

            Darwin Moses   

           5:30 P.M.—St. Mary, Guttenberg 
    Dec’d of Henry Nieland Family 

 

Sun., Aug 7:  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time   
      8:30 A.M. – Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista     

                 10:00 A.M. – St. Mary, Guttenberg, Mass, Live Streamed             

     People of the Parish  

Fall Fundraiser Information 

Silent Auction:  Donations of new or hand 
crafted items for the silent auction will be 
accepted through August 22nd.  Bidding in 
person and online will start August 27th 
and continue through Sept 11 at 12:00 
noon.   
    * Looking for donations of baskets/gift    
       baskets for silent auction.  
    * Looking for volunteers to help staff the     
       silent auction on weekends.  
 

Cash Raffle/Donations:  For the drawing, 
each $100 will buy a ticket for the chance 
to win four cash prizes of $500 each.  The 
drawing will take place Sept. 11, after the 
10:00 am Mass.  Tickets can be purchased 
now or donations made (make checks out 
to St. Mary Fall Festival and indicate 
Tickets or Donation). 
 

Please note for tax purposes, monies used to purchase 
tickets for the drawing are not  considered a tax deducti-
ble contribution.  To make a tax deductible contribution, 
include a note indicating donation.   

SPECIAL NOTE: General Absolution of 
one’s sins will be offered at Masses the 
weekend of Aug. 6th & 7th.  With the 
coronavirus continuing to mutate caution is 
needed to protect one-on-one confession 
situations. 



GOSPEL REFLECTION:   A Life Without Possessions  
 “Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.” Luke 12:15 
 

Imagine what your life would be like if you had no possessions.  Imagine that all you had was the clothing you wore 
and you went through life relying upon the generosity of others.  Though, at first, this may seem like an irresponsible 
way to live, there are some who are called to a form of this life for a sacred reason.  Those called to strict religious life 
are called to embrace the life of poverty, owning nothing themselves, for a reason.  The reason is highlighted in this 
Gospel. 
 

Too often in life we become consumed with our possessions.  It’s true that material things can add “spice” to 
life.  They can be fun, entertaining, comforting, etc.  But the danger of becoming attached to the things of this world 
is that we begin to rely upon the pleasure they bring more than we rely upon the spiritual possessions which are of 
much greater value.  It’s not that material possessions are bad, in and of themselves; rather, it’s that the spiritual 
possessions God wants us to obtain are of infinitely greater value. 
 

Most are not called to live lives of material poverty, but all are called to live lives of poverty in spirit.  This means 
that, though we live in the world, we are not to be of the world.  We are to keep our hearts attached only to the 
greatest treasures of life: faith, hope and charity.  When greed and love of material possessions draw us from these 
spiritual treasures, we must recommit ourselves to the discovery of their great value.  
 

Reflect, today, upon any struggle you have with greed.  If that does not sit well with you and if you find yourself 
immediately trying to justify your attachment to material things, then you may need this reflection more than you 
know.  The Lord wants to give you so much more than this world can offer you.  Do not make the choice to become 
attached to that which is “cheap” from an eternal perspective.  Strive to embrace those true riches that will remain 
with you forever. 
 

Lord of true riches, help me to always keep my heart set on the riches You bestow and to never settle for those things 
that can never fully satisfy me.  I desire the wealth of Heaven, dear Lord, not the riches of Earth.  Help me to live the 
spiritual poverty I am called to live so as to obtain all that You desire for me.  Free me from greed and selfishness 
and help me to find true joy in Your holy will.  Jesus, I trust in You.    source:  www.mycatholiclife.com 

A Stewardship Moment 

Jesus urges us to be rich in what matters to 
God.  The psalmist warns us against 

hardening our hearts.  Are our hearts open 
to what really matters? 

Upcoming Parish Events . . . .  (BH = Brinkmann Hall) 
 

Aug 2:      CDA Mtg at Noon in Monona 
      KC Meeting, 7:30pm  
Aug 19/20:  KC’s working the Bender’s Foods Cookout; 11am-6pm  
Aug 22:   Silent Auction Donations due 
Aug 23:   1st Day of School for the 2022/2023 year 
Aug 27-Sept 11:  Silent Auction Bidding, before/after Masses 
Sept 11:   Fall Fundraiser Drawing; Four $500 prizes to be given out 

Please submit newsletter items by Tuesday night to:  churchlady@smic.pvt.k12.ia.us 

SMIC School is seeking to fill the 

following positions:       

Elementary Teacher  

Middle School Teacher  

Classroom Associates/Para-educators  

Submit resume to 

ajones@smic.pvt.k12.ia.us 

MATTHEW 
The King and His Kingdom 

 
 
 
 

24 Session Scripture Study by Jeff Cavins 
 

           Tuesday Mornings, 8:30am or  
Thursday Evenings, 6:30pm 

Starting 9/27 & 9/29 in Brinkmann Hall 
(6 sessions this fall; next 6 sessions start 

Feb 2023, completion Spring 2024)  
 

Cost $30.00. Information sheets in the 
entry way of church.  Call Jerry Balk at 

563-252-2361 or 563-580-4539 for more 
information and to sign up. Please sign up 
soon so study books can be purchased 

and distributed prior to first session.  

Friends of St. Mary IC PPA (Parents, Parishioners, Alumni)  
Upcoming Events:  
 PPA Meeting, Aug 1, 5:30pm Middle School 
 Aug 18, 5-7pm, School open house and taco supper 
 

Fundraisers: 
 Raffle -$20 Tickets available from any SMIC student or at the school 

office.  $5000 total payout; $50-$1000 prizes; weekly draws Sep–Dec 

 Scrip Sales — ongoing at Peoples State Bank or online 

 Amazon Smile — ongoing; 

 

Our new principal, Angela Jones invites you to contact her by email 
ajones@smic.pvt.k12.ia.us if you would like to visit with her before 
school starts.  She is eager to hear from parents and students about SMIC 
and is diligently working to get things ready for a great school year.    
 

Mandy Ludovissy, 563-880-8860; Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; Jane Parker, 563-880-5469 

Handicap Ramp Closure Notice:  The north entrance to the church is 
closed as work on the handicap ramp takes place.   KC members will be 
available at the east (front) entrance of the church to assist those who need help 
getting into church for weekend Masses.   

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2012.15
mailto:ajones@smic.pvt.k12.ia.us

