ST. MARY PARISH
518 South 2nd Street; PO Box 847; Guttenberg, lowa 52052

Jan 22,2026  ~ Rectory: 563-252-1247 ~ Fr.’s Cell: 563-880-6017 ~ www.maryicjoseph.org

LIVE THE LITURGY: ~ St. Mary’s Liturgy Committee

This Sunday is the final day of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. For the past week, believers from virtually
every Christian tradition have been praying for an end to all division among Christians: an end to the divisions
between Orthodox, Protestant and Catholic believers: and an end to divisions within churches and parishes. Paul
understood that divisions happen when we focus too much on our own opinions and selfish desires and not enough on
Jesus. In one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, the Body of Christ. If we turn to Christ and go forward
together toward Him, we Christians will draw closer to each other. The closer we get to Jesus, the more He heals
our wounds and leads us to repentance. The more we are healed and forgiven, the easier it becomes to love and
reconcile with each other. Christ is not divided. So let’s all draw closer to Him and ask Him to make us one. This
should not be seen as a yearly event, but rather a year-long event, for we urgently need to grow in our knowledge and
love of the Scriptures and of the risen Lord, who continues to speak His word and break bread in the community of

believers.
Bake Sale for Eli Belser: The 5th grade Faith Formation class will

Adoration: Wed, Jan 28, 9am—7pm host a bake sqle in the church bglsement .aﬂer Mass on Sunday, Jan 25.
Stop by for a few minutes or an hour— Proceeds w1l} support the family of Eli Belser, an 1 !-yea‘r-old from
) o Elkader who is facing cancer for the second time. Eli & his mom are
Jesus is waiting for you! currently in Philadelphia for two months while he undergoes treatment.
To ensure we have someone for each hour, | Your generosity will help lighten their financial burden. Donations may
kindly signup at the back of church. also be sent to: Marcus & Katie Belser; PO Box 13, Elkader, IA 52043

Calling All Creative Hearts ... Our parish is seeking one or two volunteers to carry on the beautiful ministry
of decorating our church and altar throughout the liturgical seasons and special celebrations. With Lora Kolker
stepping down from her coordinator role, we’re looking for individual(s) who enjoy bringing beauty and meaning to
our worship space. Training and guidance will be provided. For details or to express interest, please contact the
parish office at 563-252-1247 or reach out to Lora Kolker at 563-880-9111.

Mass Schedule: Jan 26 — Feb 1, 2026

From Katey Simon, YM Director: Mon., Jan 26: No Mass Scheduled
eCatholic Heart Workcamp: There will be .

an informational meeting on Sunday, Feb Tues., Jan 27:  No Mass Scheduled

Ist at 4:30pm in the Parish Center. This Wed., Jan 28: 8:30 A.M. Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg
summer service trip is open to incoming Virginette Frommelt
9th-12 graders during the 26-27 school Eucharistic Adoration, 9am—7pm

year and current seniors graduating this
year. Thur., Jan 29: 11:00 A.M. Funeral Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg

eLooking for volunteers to provide a Clark Bolsinger

simple meal for Youth Ministry students | Fri., Jan 30: 8:30 A.M. Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg
on Wednesday nights. Kay Livingston

Please call/text Katey at (563) 219-4129 or 9:00—9:45 A.M. Confessions
email: dbg096ym(@dbgarch.org

Sat., Jan 31: Vigil of the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Daily Reflections for Lent booklets are 4:00 P.M. Mas;—.S;[éC ;([)SGP}Z Earr}?Vﬂi) Gerald H

ilable at all church ent . Lent ols aro ueller era oeger
available ? r? }S ll; ° enl ;?Ll?es - 5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg
Stalts Teomdly - Albert & Regina Schlueter

Women's Virtual Conference: Beauty in
Christ: Grace for the Journey;
Saturday, Jan 31, 2026; 8am-1pm

Sun., Feb 1: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 A.M. Mass — Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista

https://www.archwomensconference.org/ People of the Parish
: ° : 10:00 A.M. — Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed
or contact Joanne Pohland .
People of the Parish

at ;.pohland@dbgarch.org for more info.



https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwUyztywyAQANDTQKnZD2ZDQZFG94BdiDyxRfSZ6Poe9e9ZFmSS4FtGicICEMkvGdAqJ9RuZACFH5gKhPQoVAQ7V__MBBQBgTCCBJy6dUhVg2CtJF_sAvTX0N91nG3S8favvJzn3-H429HsaL6uayq7Ltd4t_XQsfa2t1XbNPYfR7O_49MyB2GUhH7PVjdI8WjqAljd7nxj_5_pEwAA__-wZjs3
mailto:j.pohland@dbqarch.org
mailto:dbq096ym@dbqarch.org

Homily: January 25, 2026: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: “Come After Me” ~ Deacon Jim

More than twenty years ago, both my aunt and my uncle were admitted into the hospital for pneumonia. They had
treated Arnold first because he was in the worst condition, and when they had finished with him in the emergency
room they were going to send him up to a hospital room. Before he left, my aunt and uncle wanted to kiss each other
goodbye. My cousin told how they had to move the their carts close together, and how they had to help Arnold so he
could reach Ginny, but after a lot of effort, they did kiss each other goodbye. Arnold died several days later. These
two had chosen each other over sixty years before, and their commitment to each other was obvious. In today’s
gospel, we also hear of people making choices and commitments.

We are told that once Jesus heard that John had been arrested, Jesus began his own ministry, and he seemed to know
exactly what he needed to do. One of the first things that he did was to pick four of his apostles. We don’t know what
conversations, if any, occurred between Jesus and these four men before this, but obviously something he said or did
impressed them so much that they left their nets and boats, and even their father, and they followed him. These four
made a conscious choice to follow Jesus, and the choice that they made grew into a lifelong commitment.

As Christians, we are also called by Jesus to make a lifelong commitment to follow him.

None of us will follow through with this commitment unless we understand that this call truly is an invitation from
our Triune God who is the God of the universe. The King of All hungers for a meaningful relationship with us, and
He wants to help us make this relationship a reality.

All of us who received the Holy Spirit at our baptism, and again at our confirmation have this help available. If we ask
the Holy Spirit, he will guide us, strengthen us, and console us. At our confirmation we made a conscious decision to
choose to become a follower of Jesus in the traditions of the Roman Catholic faith. The Holy Spirit can help us make
that decision a glorious reality of everlasting life, but this decision requires something from us. It requires our desire

to follow our God and commitment. . . .
Commitment to be active in our faith. Christian Experience Weekend(CEW);

Commitment to learn more about our faith. Feb 27 - Mar 1 @ the Bean Farm, Scotch Grove.
Commitment to live our faith. For info call Liz Hartson at 563-880-8087 or goto

http://www.thebeanfarmofscotchgrove.org/

Each of those areas could be their own homily, but for now let

us ask ourselves... “What have we done with Jesus’ invitation
when he said to us “Come after me””’? All of us have heard
the invitation, or we wouldn’t be here today, but what has
been our response to Jesus’ invitation and what kind of
commitment have we made or are we willing to make?

A Stewardship Moment: The watchword today is
“immediately.” Peter and Andrew, James and John
all respond immediately to the call of Christ. May |
be as open to God’s call and as ready to use my
talents in His service as those first disciples were!

2025 Contribution Statements - -
Your 2025 contribution statements are available for pickup at (IBJE ﬁ%?niﬁgml)liﬁs}l IE‘;:: ;;fgh’c'e;lter)
the back of church. Jan 25: Bake sale for Eli Belser, after Mass
; . Jan 26: Finance Committee Mtg, Noon, PC
Are you or someone you kpow strugghng w1th l}f@ N Parish Council Mtg, 6:30pm, PC
difficulties? Grieving, having a medical or spiritual crisis, Jan 28: Eucharistic Adoration, 9am-7pm
hospitalization, or a major life transition? A Stephen Minister | Feb 1:  Patriotic Rosary, 5:30pm
can provide emotional and spiritual care. Call Becky Shaffer, Catholic Heart Workcamp Info Mtg, 4:30pm, PC
SM Leader, at 319-393-1234 for more info. Feb 3: Scripture Study, 8:30am, PC
CDA Mtg, Noon, Monona
Prayer List: Please join us in praying for: Terry KC Meeting; 7:30pm, Clubroom
. Eglseder, Maria George, Pam Wille, Fr. Bries, Lenny | Feb4: Sacred Seed Sowers Book Club, 1pm, PC
@} Young, Maria (Frommelt) Somsel, Carol Ryan, Victoria Faith Formation Classes, 6pm
Maas, Karla Preston’s great granddaughter Kinsley, Al | Feb3: Scripture Study, 6:30pm, PC
Schlueter, special intention of Sandy Meyer, Richard Feb 7. Rosary with KCRD Radio, 11am
» P y Vieyet, Feb 8: KC Breakfast, 8-11:30am, BH
Newbern. Please contact Betty Evers at 563-252-1666 for Feb 11: Faith Formation Classes, 6pm
additions/changes.
Priest: Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017 Finance: Parish Council: Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247
Deacon: James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696 Jim Schlueter | Beth Sadewasser, Chair | Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476
Faith Formation:Erin Schmelzer, 563-880-7471 563-252-1490 563-880-2743 St. Anne: Maggie Schlueter,563-252-1490
Youth Ministry: Katey Simon, 563-219-4129 Marv Althoff Jessie Young, Cath Daughters: Janet Happel: 319-530-9121
Parish Life: Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 Jeff Burr Gerald Bormann, Prayer Line: Betty Evers, 563-252-1666
Liturgy: Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 Tom Augustyn Lois Bries Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 | Sharon Keehner Adam Scherbring St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815
Choir: Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 Austin Greve Larry Wille Phoebe Johnson: 563 880-4767

Secretary: Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234




