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LIVE THE LITURGY:  Showing Up 
 

I broke my foot once, when my second child was only 12 weeks old, and I was about to move houses. For six weeks I 
was confined to a chair, a shrieking newborn in my arms, a toddler running circles around me, and my right foot 
rendered useless by a plaster cast. I couldn’t do anything without assistance. I couldn’t eat or get a drink or change my 
clothes or feed my children. 
 

My family was in dire straits. A lot of people offered help, but there was a core group of friends and family members 
who really saved us. 
 

These are the people who turned up in my driveway with empty vans and cooked meals. These are the people who 
blocked off their Saturdays to haul furniture, mow our lawn, and run after unruly kids. These are the people who said: 
“Here I am. Give me a job.” 
 

If you’ve ever really, really needed another person’s help, you know that “showing up” means more than saying: “Let 
me know what you need.” It means saying: “I’m already here. Tell me what to do.” 
 

So often, I pay lip service to the idea of submission. “What do you want, God?” I ask, and I secretly hope that what 
He wants isn’t one of those things that I’m not willing to give. 
 

What if I really strove to “show up” for God? What if I was ready to give what He asks of me, whatever it is? 
 

Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. — Psalm 40  
                                           ~ Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman, ©LPi 

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available with WeShare, 
an easy and convenient way to save time 
and support the church. Goto:   
https://maryicjoseph.weshareonline.org/ 
 
 

 

Mass Schedule:  January 23 – January 29, 2023 
 
 

Mon., Jan 23:   [No Mass Scheduled    
  

Tues., Jan 24:    [No Mass Scheduled]    
          

Wed., Jan 25:  8:30 A.M. – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
            Ronald & Agnes McDonnell/Loris Kickbush       
  
             

Thur., Jan 26:  8:30 A.M. – Guttenberg River Living Center  
                                                  People of the Parish  
                                 

Fri., Jan 27:   [No Mass Scheduled] 
       

Sat., Jan 28:   Vigil of Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
     4:00 P.M.—St. Joseph, Garnavillo      
              Ray & Mae Berns  
      5:30 P.M.—St. Mary, Guttenberg 

               Fred Bush & Steve Steger  
 

Sun., Jan 29:  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
      8:30 A.M. – Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista 

     10:00 A.M. – St. Mary, Guttenberg, Mass. Live Streamed 

                 Barb Pape (Month Mind)  

This Sunday, the movie “I STILL 
BELIEVE” will be presented after the 
10:00AM Mass, in Brinkmann Hall. The 
Parish Life Committee will provide FREE 
“SOUP & BARS” with the movie starting 
about 11:30.   

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR:  Please mark your calendar 

for a special rosary on Sat., Feb. 4, 2022 at St. Mary’s of Guttenberg 

with Aquinas Communications from 11:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon. 

Save the date:  Sunday, June 4, after Mass 

Celebration of Fr. Bries’ 50th Anniversary. 

The message of Jesus is simple. It can be 

boiled down to two sentences. “The 

Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and 

believe in the good news.” We cannot 

follow Jesus and continue to live the same 

way we did before.  

When have you been surprised to see 

goodness that you had overlooked in 

someone? 

https://maryicjoseph.weshareonline.org/


GOSPEL REFLECTION:  Living the Good News 
In this Sunday’s gospel, Jesus appears in Galilee for the first time preaching the good news. At the Lake of Tiberias, 
he calls simple fishermen who drop everything to follow him. Their immediate and wholehearted response teaches us 
what it means to repent and believe in the good news. It means encountering the person of Jesus, following him and 
leaving everything behind.  

Believing in the good news means having an encounter with Jesus Christ. The apostles didn’t leave their families, 
homes, and jobs because they believed in an ideal. Rather it was coming face-to-face with Jesus that moved them. 
Meeting Jesus changed everything for them. 

We cannot have the same face-to-face encounter with Jesus that the apostles enjoyed. But we are still able to meet the 
Risen Lord when we read the Bible, receive the Sacraments, and serve our sisters and brothers who are his living 
body. We are not on fire for our faith because we like to follow rules. Rather it is because we have met and fallen in 
love with Jesus Christ. This personal relationship with him that we have through faith and the ministry of the Church 
drives everything that we are about. 

Believing in the good news also means that we must follow him. Our life of faith can be understood as a journey with 
Jesus leading the way. It means that, like the apostles, we have to give up our own plans and put our trust in God and 
His plan for us. It is not easy because very often the road is steep and the pathway rocky. We will not always see 
where it is headed, and we will stumble frequently along the way. We will see our friends walking a different way that 
seems easier, and we will be tempted to join them. But God will give us the strength and the courage to follow Him. 
And we will be blessed with joy because we are with Jesus.  

Finally, believing in the good news means leaving everything behind. The apostles could not follow Jesus and stay 
fishermen. We cannot follow Jesus and continue to live the same way we did before. When we choose to follow 
Jesus, some things will have to stay behind. We may have to end friendships because they lead us to bad behavior. 
We may have to change our business practices because they are deceitful. We will all be called to live simpler lives so 
that we will have more left over to give to the poor. Some will even be called to sell everything and to give their lives 
totally over to Jesus in religious life. For all of us, gaining Jesus will mean the loss of something or someone we love. 
It was that way for the apostles, and it continues to be that way for us. There is no other way if we are to put our lives 
in the hands of our loving Father.  

The Kingdom of God is among us. The Risen Lord is present in our midst. His presence soothes our fears. His words 
touch and heal our hearts. His Sacraments nourish and strengthen us. We meet him in one another, and we fall in love 
with the one who died for us. We gladly leave everything behind to follow after the one our heart longs for. Despite 
the difficulties, we know that it is the path of life. We walk with ever growing strength because we have met Jesus 
and our lives can never be the same.    — Douglas Sousa, S.T.L. 

A Stewardship Moment 

The watchword today is ”immediately.”  Peter and Andrew, 
James and John all respond immediately to the call of Christ.  
May I be as open to God’s call and as ready to use my talents 
in His service as those first disciples were! 

Upcoming Parish Events . . . .   
Jan 18:   Faith Formation/Youth Ministry, 6 and 6:15pm 
Jan 22:   Movie presented by Parish Life 
Jan 28:  Beauty in Christ Women’s Conference, 8-1:30 
Feb 1:   Faith Formation/Youth Ministry, 6 and 6:15pm 
Feb 7:    CDA Mtg, Noon, St. Mary, Guttenberg 
  KC Mtg, 7:30 pm 
Feb 12:  KC Breakfast, Pancakes and Sausage, 8-11:30am 

2023 Archdiocesan Women’s Conference, Beauty 
in Christ: Fiat! Saying Yes to God! 

Saturday, January 28, 2023, 8:00 - 2:00 
Brinkmann Hall, St. Mary Church 

 

To register contact Katey Simon by Friday, January 
20 by leaving a message at (563) 252-1577 or 
emailing at dbq096ym@dbqarch.org. Invite your 
mother, daughters, aunts, sisters and friends and be 
ready to say YES! 

SCRIPTURE STUDY continues with Session # 7 in February 
in Brinkmann Hall.  Feb 7, 8:30 AM and Feb 9, 6:30 PM 

Pick up your copy of the free book, “Holy Moments, 

A Handbook for the Rest of Your Life” by Matthew 

Kelly and awaken the greatness God has placed with-

in you!  It is available at all entrances of the church.   

We are currently looking for a member or members to take 
care of decorating the altar and the church to reflect the 
different liturgical seasons and special events. 

-Flexible hours  -Training will be provided.   
 -Contact Fr Bries at  252-1247 for more info. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4?12

