ST. MARY PARISH
518 South 2nd Street; PO Box 847; Guttenberg, lowa 52052

Jan 15, 2026 ~

Rectory: 563-252-1247 ~

Fr.’s Cell: 563-880-6017 ~ www.maryicjoseph.org

LIVE THE LITURGY:

~ St. Mary’s Liturgy Committee

In this week’s Gospel, John the Baptist points at Jesus. He chooses to draw attention away from himself and toward
“the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” The very substance of John’s being is to bear witness to the
one who alone can save. Through Baptism, we are called to see and love each other as fellow members of Christ’s
body. God calls us to be part of His own family and that means allowing Him to uproot any selfishness or pride that
would give rise to prejudices, divisions and other barriers between them. It calls us to practice our faith through acts
of charity. A first step is to let Jesus help us see and love other Christians as fellow members of His body.

This week we begin the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Prayers for each day are attached to this bulletin.

PARISH LIFE will be hosting coffee, juice and donuts this Sunday, Jan 18 after Mass in Brinkmann Hall.
During this time, NCYC participants will share their experiences from the November conference.

and it is

January Birthday Basket Sunday—children/youth with January birthdays will receive a special blessing/gift!

Adoration: Wed, Jan 28, 9am—7pm
Stop by for a few minutes or an hour—
Jesus is waiting for you!

To ensure we have someone for each hour,
kindly signup at the back of church.

Bake Sale for Eli Belser: The 5th grade Faith Formation class will
host a bake sale in the church basement after Mass on Sunday, Jan 25.
Proceeds will support the family of Eli Belser, an 11-year-old from
Elkader who is facing cancer for the second time. Eli & his mom are
currently in Philadelphia for two months while he undergoes treatment.
Your generosity will help lighten their financial burden.

Calling All Creative Hearts . .. Our parish is seeking one or two volunteers to carry on the beautiful ministry
of decorating our church and altar throughout the liturgical seasons and special celebrations. With Lora Kolker
stepping down from her coordinator role, we’re looking for caring individual(s) who enjoy bringing beauty and

meaning to our worship space. Training and guidance will be provided. For details or to express interest, please
contact the parish office at 563-252-1247 or reach out to Lora Kolker at 563-880-9111.

Thank you to all who helped take down the Christmas decorations this past Sunday!

From Katey Simon, YM Director:

eCatholic Heart Workcamp: There will be
an informational meeting on Sunday, Feb
Ist at 4:30pm in the Parish Center. This
summer service trip is open to incoming
Oth-12 graders during the 26-27 school
year and current seniors graduating this
year.

e[ ooking for volunteers to provide a
simple meal for Youth Ministry students
on Wednesday nights.

Please call/text Katey at (563) 219-4129 or

email: dbg096ym@dbgarch.org

Daily Reflections for Lent booklets will be
available at church entrances beginning
this weekend.

Women's Virtual Conference: Beauty in
Christ: Grace for the Journey;
Saturday, Jan 31, 2026; 8am-1pm
https://www.archwomensconference.org/
or contact Joanne Pohland
at ..pohland@dbgarch.org for more info.

Mass Schedule: Jan 19 — Jan 25, 2026
Mon., Jan 19:  No Mass Scheduled

Tues., Jan 20: No Mass Scheduled

Wed., Jan 21: 8:30 A.M. Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg
Bob Tujetsch

8:30 A.M. Mass — Guttenberg River Living Center
Virginette Frommelt

Fri., Jan 23: 8:30 A.M. Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg
Karen Kennicker
9:00—9:45 A.M. Confessions

Sat., Jan 24: Vigil of the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo
Louis/Amy/Michelle Matt & Joe Wille
5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg
Catherine Moser

Thur., Jan 22:

Sun., Jan 25: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 A.M. Mass — Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista
People of the Parish
10:00 A.M. — Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed
People of the Parish
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Homily: January 18, 2026: Our Hidden Vocation ~ Fr. Paul

My dear people of God, we all have a public vocation to be a parent, doctor, teacher, nurse, priest, business person or
craftsman. But within this vocation is a deeper purpose that is hidden which is fully known only to God. This is the
theme of our scripture readings today.

In the first reading, the suffering servant says that God formed him and called him to bring the people of Israel back to
their God. He would be a light to the whole world. The second reading, St. Paul refers to his brother Sosthenes.
When Paul was preaching in Corinth, Sosthenes was the synagogue leader who had Paul arrested and brought before
the Roman governor. When the governor dismissed the case, the members of the synagogue turned on Sosthenes and
beat him severely. This sparked his conversion to Christ and he became an aide to St. Paul. When events change our
life, we do not know the direction in which the Lord has yet to take us.

Lastly, our Gospel of today gives us John the Baptist’s recollection of Jesus’ baptism. John says that he didn’t
recognize Jesus at first. But when the Holy Spirit came down in the shape of a dove, he realized that this is someone
who would take away the sins of the world. John realized that he was not only to preach repentance but to identify the
Messiah.

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we all have a vocation on this earth. Everyone of us was brought into being for
a reason. Things that occurred in our lives in the past happened for a reason. But hidden within it is a deeper purpose
that is not always known to us. We cannot choose it. We cannot plan for it. It is hidden into our life by God. The
prosperity we have known and the sufferings we have endured are for a reason.

My dear people of God, none of us fully knows the complete purpose of our life here on earth. We will know the full
impact of our life at the last judgement. For now we are called to be faithful.

Like Sosthenes, our life can move along one path when suddenly a reversal, a tragedy, an eye-opener dramatically
reveals whole new worlds to us. What was at one time an

Christian Experience Weekend(CEW);

Feb 27 - Mar 1 @ the Bean Farm, Scotch Grove.
For info call Liz Hartson at 563-880-8087 or goto
http://www.thebeanfarmofscotchgrove.org/

omission in our life now becomes our mission. Like John the
Baptist, we can be called to point the way to Christ for others.

May the good Lord richly bless you. Amen.

Don’t Miss the 2026 Men's Conference! Do you want to
be inspired in your faith and experience fellowship with other
men? Looking to grow in your prayer life? You’re invited to
the 30th Annual Archdiocese of Dubuque Catholic Men's
Conference on March 28, 2026 at St. Pius X Catholic
Church in Cedar Rapids. The theme is Rooted in the
Power of Prayer, Inspired by the Witness of the Saints. Learn
more and register at www.ArchMensConference.org.

A Stewardship Moment:Today’s responsorial psalm
is the theme song of the good steward. “Here am I,
Lord, I come to do your will.” May I, too, stand ready
to offer myself & my gifts in the service of God.

Upcoming Parish Events . ..
(BH is Brinkmann Hall; PC is Parish Center)

Jan 18: Coffee & Donuts; BH
NCYC kids will speak about their trip, BH
January Birthday Basket

“9 Days for Life” Novena Jan. 16 - 24: Join Catholics
nationwide in a novena for the protection of human life. Each
day’s intention is accompanied by a short reflection and
suggested actions to help build a culture of life. Download the
“9 Days for Life” novena or get the daily prayers &

Jan 21:
Jan 25:
Jan 26:

Faith Formation Classes, 6pm

Bake sale for Eli Belser, after Mass

Finance Committee Mtg, Noon, PC

Parish Council Mtg, 6:30pm, PC

Eucharistic Adoration, 9am-7pm

Patriotic Rosary, 5:30pm

Catholic Heart Workcamp Info Mtg, 4:30pm, PC

Jan 28:
Feb 1:

reflections by email/text at respectlife.org/9-days-signup

Prayer List: Please join us in praying for: Cindy
@ Taake, Terry Eglseder, Maria George, Pam Wille, Fr.
Bries, Lenny Young, Maria (Frommelt) Somsel, Harold
Schilling, Carol Ryan, Victoria Mass. Please contact Betty
Evers at 563-252-1666 for additions/changes.

Feb 3: Scripture Study, 8:30am, PC
CDA Mtg, Noon, Monona

KC Meeting; 7:30pm, Clubroom
Feb 4: Faith Formation Classes, 6pm

Feb 5: Scripture Study, 6:30pm, PC

Feb 7: Rosary with KCRD Radio, 11am

Priest: Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017
Deacon: James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696
Faith Formation:Erin Schmelzer, 563-880-7471

Finance:
Jim Schlueter
563-252-1490

Parish Council:
Beth Sadewasser, Chair
563-880-2743

Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247
Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476
St. Anne: Maggie Schlueter,563-252-1490

Youth Ministry: Katey Simon, 563-219-4129 Marv Althoff Jessie Young, Cath Daughters: Janet Happel: 319-530-9121
Parish Life: Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 Jeff Burr Gerald Bormann, Prayer Line: Betty Evers, 563-252-1666
Liturgy: Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 Tom Augustyn Lois Bries Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 | Sharon Keehner Adam Scherbring St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815
Choir: Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 Austin Greve Larry Wille Phoebe Johnson: 563 880-4767

Secretary: Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com

Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234
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