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This week we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. Epiphany means a manifestation: something or someone
previously unseen and inaccessible becomes visible, tangible, and near. The Jewish people knew the Hebrew
Scriptures had foretold the coming of a king, a messiah, but many assumed he was for Jews only. However, the magi,
who were Gentiles, felt this celestial light was an invitation for them to come to offer homage and present gifts.

This was surprising; it was an epiphany, a clear sign from God that Jesus would be the Lord and Savior of all
people, from everywhere. Both poor Jewish shepherds and wealthy gentile magi welcomed Him and revealed the
wideness of God's hidden plan: Jesus came for everyone.

God's desire is that everyone would seek Him. That includes you. No matter who you are or what you have done,
His light is shining upon you. It's shining upon the people you love. It's shining upon everyone. Jesus draws to
Himself all who are seeking truth and goodness, everyone who recognizes their longing for meaning, everyone who is
searching for answers to their deepest questions.

Thank you, Jesus! Your light is always leading me closer to You. the world

Rejoice and be glad! Jesus, your light, has come! 9‘%@/ s
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Drive-thru & Dine II], Free will offering; 0 €nsurc we have someone 10r €ac our, Kindly signup at the back ot church.

Rectory Roof: Jaeger Associates, our Food Shelf weekend will be this weekend, Jan 3 & 4. A second
contractor to replace the rectory roof, has collection will be taken; checks should be made out to GMHC Family
been delayed due to the schedule of the Resource Center. Donations of non-perishable food items and paper
asbestos removal subcontractor. At the products may also be placed anytime in the totes at the back of church.
end of October we paid the 50% down

payment of $40,583.50 with fall fundraiser Mass Schedule: Jan S —Jan 11, 2026

funds and by borrowing $30,000. Jacger |Mon., Jan 5: No Mass Scheduled

Assoc. has agreed to pay the interest on the Tues.. Jan 6:  No Mass Scheduled
loan until the work is started. » :

Donations for the rectory roof can be Wed., Jan 7: 8:30 A.M. Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg

placed in the collec‘gion basket, dropped off Gary & Floyd Westhoff

at the rectory or mailed: St. Mary Church, ) o

PO Box 847, Guttenberg, IA 52052. Thur., Jan 8: 8:30 A.M. Mass — Guttenberg River Living Center
Roger Steffen

Looking for a way to deepen your prayer

life on the go? Try the free Laudate app! Tt Fri., Jan 9: 8:30 A.M. Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg

Lynne Finnegan

offers daily Mass readings, interactive 9:00—9:45 A. M. Confessions
rosary, Saint of the Day and more. Find it o ‘
in the Apps store or Google Play. Sat., Jan 10: Vigil of the Baptism of the Lord
- - - 4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo
Many people in our parish/community face Glenn Berns, Rita Gerner and Marvin Vaske
challenging moments, and a confidential 5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg
conversation with a Stephen Minister can Brian Saeugling
make a meaningful difference. God works )
through our Stephen Ministers as they offer Sun., Jan 11: The Baptism of the Lord
support, encouragement and a listening ear 8:30 A.M. Mass — Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista
to those navigating life’s difficulties. People of the Parish
Reaching out can be difficult for both men 10:00 A.M. — Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed
& women, but please remember—you People of the Parish

don’t have to walk through this alone.
Contact Becky Shaffer: 319-393-1234




Homily: January 4, 2026: The Feast of Epiphany ~ Fr. Paul

Today we celebrate the feast of Epiphany. The manifestation of the infant Jesus to the whole world. We celebrate the
revealed mystery of the Word made flesh. My dear people of God, the three wise men are the central personages in
today's feast of Epiphany. They were Gentiles who did not know the true God of the Jews. Yet that true God revealed
to them, that the king he had promised the Jews had come. The expected Prince of Peace was born.

The wise men came to Jerusalem expecting to find the city, and the whole country rejoicing, but they found suspicion
and hatred in the reigning King Herod. A hatred which turned to murdering of the innocent children.

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, what is the meaning of the feast to us today? God is telling us that the feast is
not for a special group such as the Jews, but all are invited, all are welcome. We all belong to one single family which
has one father, "Our father in heaven."

In the first reading the prophet Isaiah said, "Nations shall walk by your light." Christ is the light of the world. The
smaller light in the sky drew the wise men to travel many miles to pay homage, and adore the true light of the world,
Jesus Christ.

At Mass the altar candles remind us that Christ is the light of the world, the light of our hearts, that is born again
during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The sanctuary lamps show that Christ the light is in our tabernacle day and
night.

The wise men brought the infant Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The gold signifies that Christ is King.
Gold is a precious mineral, it means we must give our precious time to the Lord in prayers and reflections and God
will reveal to us His saving presence. The frankincense means Jesus is a priest. We must acknowledge the Divinity of
Jesus. God is love and he who abides in love abides in God. (1st John 4:16). The myrrh signifies that the body of
Jesus would not see corruption. When we pray for sinners we too are preserving the body of Christ from corruption.
And we will preserve our own life as well. (James 5:20)

My dear people of God what gift do you want to offer to the infant child? He needs not gold, frankincense and myrrh.
He needs your hearts, a heart full of love. A heart that looks beyond the needs of all.

I wish you a happy New Year and God’s blessing.

Don’t Miss the 2026 Men's Conference! Do you wantto | A Stewardship Moment: Today we remember the
be inspired in your faith and experience fellowship with other |three wise men from the East who came to pay
men? Looking to grow in your prayer life? You’re invited to | homage to the infant Jesus, bringing Him rich gifts of

the 30th Annual Archdiocese of Dubuque Catholic Men's gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The gifts we bring ---
Conference on March 28, 2026 at St. Pius X Catholic our time, service, and some share of what we earn for
Church in Cedar Rapids. The theme is Rooted in the the work we do --- are equally precious in his sight.
Power of Prayer, Inspired by the Witness of the Saints. Learn
more and register at www.ArchMensConference.org. Upcoming Parish Events. ..
(BH is Brinkmann Hall; PC is Parish Center)

“9 Days for Life” Novena Jan. 16 - 24: Join Catholics Jan4:  Second Collection for Food Pantry

. g . . Patriotic Rosary, 5:30pm
Ilatlf)l’lWlde in a novena for the protection of human life. Each |, s p, 7o vn 2. 2-3pm, PC
day’s intention is accompam‘ed by a short reﬂectlon and KC Meeting, 7:30pm, Clubroom
suggested actions to help build a culture of life. Download the | jan 7. Sacred Seed Sowers Book Club, 1pm, PC
“9 Days for Life” novena or get the daily prayers & Faith Formation Classes, 6pm
reflections by email/text at respectlife.org/9-days-signup Jan 11: KC Breakfast, 8-11:30am, BH

- — - - - Jan 13: Men’s MASS Group, 6:30-8:30, PC
Prayer List: Please join us in praying for: Cmdy Jan 14: Faith Formation Classes, 6pm
Taake, Terry Eglseder, Maria George, Pam Wille, Don | Jan 18: Coffee & Donuts; Birthday Basket, BH

Goedken, Fr. Bries, Lenny Young, Maria (Frommelt) NCYC kids will speak about their trip, BH
Somsel, Harold Schilling. Please contact Betty Evers at 563- |Jan 21: Faith Formation Classes, 6pm
252-1666 for additions/changes. Jan 28: Eucharistic Adoration, 9am-7pm
Priest: Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017 Finance: Parish Council: Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247
Deacon: James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696 Jim Schlueter | Beth Sadewasser, Chair | Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476
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Parish Life: Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 Jeff Burr Gerald Bormann, Prayer Line: Betty Evers, 563-252-1666
Liturgy: Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 Tom Augustyn Lois Bries Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 | Sharon Keehner Adam Scherbring St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815
Choir: Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 Austin Greve Larry Wille Phoebe Johnson: 563 880-4767

Secretary: Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234
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