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LIVE THE LITURGY:          ~ St. Mary’s Liturgy Committee 

In this week’s readings the Holy Family’s survival as refugees fleeing persecution serves as a study in patience and 

trust in God. They had to flee their homeland, moving away from family and friends. How parents handle such 
conflict affects their children. This example of Mary and Joseph supports the readings, which also teach us 

forgiveness, instructing Christians to treat one another with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, and 

above all love! This is what loving families do, they protect each other, they risk their own comfort and safety for a 
future they may never see. We are holy families, taking one step at a time into the unknown with faith that God is 

leading us home. We are all brothers and sisters now, called to treat each other with that profound, deeply rooted love 

and to welcome one another into our lives with open arms and gratitude for the unique gift each one brings into this 
family- this family of God.  

 

2026 Budget Envelopes  are available at 
the back of church.   
   A friendly year‑end reminder that all 
2025 contributions must be received in the 
parish office by 1:00 p.m. on Dec 31, or be 
postmarked by Dec 31, in order to be 
recorded as charitable gifts for 2025.  

A Christmas Gift for you from the Parish Life Group:  Three spiritual books written by Matthew Kelly . . . 
 

Slowing Down to the Speed of Joy:  Our obsession with busyness and urgency steals the very life we’re trying 
to live. By sharing his own struggles, the author shows how constantly rushing leaves us anxious, exhausted, 
and disconnected from what matters most. The book invites readers to reject the tyranny of “busy” and embrace a 
slower, more joyful way of being.  
 

The Forgotten Way: The promise of this book is simple: You can transform your life by changing the way you 
speak.  
 

The Seven Pillars of Catholic Spirituality:  Matthew Kelly demonstrates the timeless genius of Catholicism by 
illustrating the practical and spiritual ways seven ancient spiritual habits continue to enrich our daily lives today.  

KC French Toast/Sausage 
Breakfast   

Sunday, Jan 11;  8-11:30am,  
St. Mary Church, Brinkmann Hall                            

Drive-thru & Dine In;  Free will offering; 

 

Mass Schedule:  Dec 29, 2025 – Jan 4, 2026 

Mon., Dec 29:  ,  No Mass Scheduled 
 

Tues., Dec 30:    No Mass Scheduled             
 

Wed., Dec 31:  8:30 A.M. Mass –  St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Albert & Regina Schlueter 
       Vigil of Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
       4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo 
    Angeline Berns & Harold/Lois Mueller 
          

Thur., Jan 1:  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
           Holy Day of Obligaton 
     8:30 A.M. Mass –  St. Mary, Guttenberg     
            Virginette Frommelt 
   

Fri., Jan 2:  8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Gene & Mary Tujetsch  
       9:00—9:45 A.M. Confessions 
 

Sat., Jan 3:   Vigil of The Epiphany of the Lord 
                  4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo 
               Gerald Hoeger & Louis & Amy Matt 
                 5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Virginette Frommelt 
                          

Sun., Jan 4:  Feast of The Epiphany of the Lord 
                   8:30 A.M. Mass –  Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista 
     People of the Parish 
      10:00 A.M. – Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed       
          People of the Parish 
 

Rectory Roof:  Jaeger Associates, our 
contractor to replace the rectory roof, has 
been delayed due to the schedule of the 
asbestos removal subcontractor.   At the 
end of October we paid the 50% down 
payment of $40,583.50 with fall fundraiser 
funds and by borrowing $30,000.  Jaeger 
Assoc. has agreed to pay the interest on the 
loan until the work is started.   
     Donations for the rectory roof can be 
placed in the collection basket, dropped off 
at the rectory or mailed: St. Mary Church, 
PO Box 847, Guttenberg, IA  52052.   

Prayer for the New Year:  Lord, direct my 
thoughts, words, and actions this year. May my 
journey be filled with wisdom and discernment 
through You. Amen.  



Parish Council:     
Beth Sadewasser, Chair 

563-880-2743  
Jessie Young,  

Gerald Bormann,  
Lois Bries 

Adam Scherbring 
Larry Wille 

 

Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247 
Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476 
St. Anne: Maggie Schlueter,563-252-1490 
Cath Daughters: Janet Happel: 319-530-9121 
Prayer Line:  Betty Evers, 563-252-1666 
Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469 
St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815 
                    Phoebe Johnson:  563 880-4767  
Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234 Secretary:  Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com 

Priest:  Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017    
Deacon:  James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696 
Faith Formation:Erin Schmelzer, 563-880-7471 
Youth Ministry:  Katey Simon, 563-219-4129 
Parish Life:  Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 
Liturgy:  Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 
Choir:  Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 

Finance: 
Jim Schlueter 
563-252-1490  
Marv Althoff  

Jeff Burr  
Tom Augustyn 
Sharon Keehner 

Austin Greve 

Homily:  Dec 28, Feast of the Holy Family: “The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph”   ~ Fr. Paul 

Today’s celebration reflect about something that is true of Jesus and very true of each one of us.  Our families color 
and shape very deeply who we are.   
 

The Son of God’s birth into a human family shows us that the humanity of Jesus was real.  “The Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us.”  Jesus did not pretend to be human.  He entered into a human family to grow as a man in His 
human nature.  Joseph and Mary deeply shaped Jesus’ human nature.  Today’s Gospel shows us the crisis they faced 
in protecting the baby Jesus from Herod and finally bringing him to settle in Nazareth.  The baby Jesus became an 
adult within a family and the through a human family.  And so do we.   
 

My dear people of God, in the last century, the family was the place where people learned an occupation, received 
medical attention, were taught the faith and received care in old age, as we in the first reading from Sirach.  As society 
became more complex, those functions were taken over by schools, religious education programs, hospitals and now 
nursing homes for the elderly.   
 

There are features of the family that nobody can ever replace.  The family is still the place where we develop a sense 
of self-worth, where we see our faith lived, where we see the virtues Paul mentioned in the second reading.  Where 
the attitude toward God, prayer and Church are powerfully formed, where we learn lessons about the virtues of 
responsibility, self-reliance, self-control and getting along with others.   
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, few families are perfect.  Our family may not be ideal, but the love within it 
can still be real.  Even a family with a single parent is still the place where people can grow in character and faith.   
The Christmas season is a good time to reflect on our family, whatever its size and shape.  The dynamics of our time 
also contribute to the falling apart of our families, especially the social media.  The various activities in which people 
are involved outside the home and many other things, all work to pull families apart rather than draw them together.  
People today have to decide to be a family.   
 

My dear people of God, whether our families are big or small, in struggle or pain, they are still the places where love 
can be shared.  Every family can receive strengthening when it is related to the great family of the Church.  We come 
to Mass as a family of families, to join others in hearing God’s word together, placing on the altar our prayers that 
come from deep within our personal family life, to receive Holy Communion, thank the Lord for the people around us 
we call family.  If we want our families to grow in strength, in 
God’s love, and character, it takes courage, sacrifice and a 
special commitment.   
 

My dear people of God, through all the dynamics of family 
life, good and bad, people can still grow in wisdom, age and 
grace.   
 

May the good Lord bless our families!  
 
Merry Christmas and many blessings for the New Year! 

Upcoming Parish Events . . . 
(BH is Brinkmann Hall;       PC is Parish Center) 

Jan 4:    Second Collection for Food Pantry 
 Patriotic Rosary, 5:30pm 
Jan 5:    Parish Life, 2-3pm, PC 
 KC Meeting, 7:30pm, Clubroom 
Jan 7:    Sacred Seed Sowers Book Club, 1pm, PC 
 Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 
Jan 11:  KC Breakfast, 8-11:30am, BH 
Jan 13:  Men’s MASS Group, 6:30-8:30, PC 
Jan 14:  Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 
Jan 18:  Coffee & Donuts; Birthday Basket, BH 
              NCYC kids will speak about their trip, BH 
Jan 21:  Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 
Jan 28:  Eucharistic Adoration, 9am-7pm 

A Stewardship Moment:  Joseph’s obedience to 
God was not a one-time thing.  His attention to the 
angel’s warning kept Jesus from being murdered by 
Herod and led to the fulfillment of the prophecy that 
the Messiah would be a Nazorean.  Fidelity to God’s 
will assures the best use of my talents, too! 

Prayer List:  Please join us in praying for:  Cindy 
Taake, Terry Eglseder, Maria George, Pam Wille, Don 
Goedken, Fr. Bries, Lenny Young, Maria (Frommelt) 

Somsel, Harold Schilling, Steve Evers.   Please contact Betty 
Evers at  563-252-1666 for additions/changes.     

Pope Leo’s January prayer intention:  For prayer with the 
word of God.   Let us pray that praying with the word of 
God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our 
communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and 
missionary Church. 


