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We can imagine Joseph’s struggle in discovering Mary’s pregnancy. As a just man, he weighed his desire to do
what was right alongside his hope to spare Mary from shame. He decided to divorce Mary quietly. Joseph sensed he
was in the presence of a mystery that he didn’t fully understand. So he listened intently to the angel. He put aside his
fear. He trusted the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit. And he set in motion the welcoming of Emmanuel, God-with-
Us. This is a lesson for us. God is always calling us into a deeper relationship with him. He might ask us to set aside
our plans or take a step in a direction we don’t understand. But he leads the way for us. Joseph’s yes to the Lord not
only protected Mary and Jesus, but it also transformed his own life. Even though Joseph didn’t understand, he was

willing to obey. It made all the difference for Joseph, and

it can do the same for you!

Have you felt called to serve at the Lord’s Table? We

A Christmas Gift for you from the Parish Life Group:
Three spiritual books written by Matthew Kelly . . .
Slowing Down to the Speed of Joy: Our obsession with
busyness and urgency steals the very life we’re trying to
live. By sharing his own struggles, the author shows how
constantly rushing leaves us anxious, exhausted, and
disconnected from what matters most. The book invites
readers to reject the tyranny of “busy” and embrace a

slower, more joyful way of being.

The Forgotten Way: The promise of this
book is very simple: You can transform
your life by changing the way you speak.
The Seven Pillars of Catholic Spirituality:
Matthew Kelly demonstrates the timeless
genius of Catholicism by illustrating the
practical and spiritual ways seven ancient
spiritual habits continue to enrich our daily
lives today.

invite parishioners to prayerfully consider becoming a
Eucharistic Minister of Holy Communion. This
beautiful ministry allows you to share the Body and Blood
of Christ with our faith community. Whether you are new
to this ministry or seeking a refresher, this training which
will begin January 2026 will prepare you for reverent and
confident service. The training will be spread over a
couple of months with 2 mtgs per month. To register/learn

KC French Toast/Sausage
Breakfast
Sunday, Jan 11; 8-11:30am, St.
Mary Church, Brinkmann Hall
Drive-thru & Dine In; Free will offering;

2026 Budget Envelopes are available at
the back of church.

A friendly year-end reminder that all 2025
contributions must be received in the
parish office by 1:00 p.m. on December 31,
or be postmarked by December 31, in order
to be recorded as charitable gifts for 2025.

Are you or someone you know struggling
with life difficulties? Grieving, having a
medical or spiritual crisis, hospitalization,
or a major life transition? A Stephen
Minister can provide emotional and
spiritual care. Call Becky Shaffer, SM
Leader, at 319-393-1234 for more info.

* Mass Schedule: Dec 22— Dec 28, 2025
Mon., Dec 22: No Mass Scheduled

more, contact the parish office: 563-252-1247.

Tues., Dec 23: No Mass Scheduled

Wed., Dec 24: Christmas Eve
4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo
okt o Matt Family & Joe Wille
5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg, Youth Mass

A@& Janice & Clifford Frommelt

Thur., Dec 25: Christmas Day
8:30 A.M. Mass — Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista
People of the Parish
10:00 A.M. — Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed
Donna Balk & Julie Schlueter

Fri., Dec 26: 8:30 A.M. Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg
People of the Parish
9:00—9:45 A.M. Confessions

Sat., Dec 27: Vigil of Feast of the Holy Family
4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo
Joe Wille & Glenn Berns
5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg
Eunice Connelly

Sun., Dec 28: Feast of the Holy Family
8:30 A.M. Mass — Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista
People of the Parish
10:00 A.M. — Mass — St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed
People of the Parish




Homily: Dec 21, Fourth Sunday of Advent: Joseph was a man of commitments. ~ Fr. Paul

My dear people of God, in today's first reading, King Ahaz is told that in the House of David, a virgin will bear a son
and call him Emmanuel. St. Paul’s letter to the Romans reminds us of his own role in God’s plan. He accepted that
he was a servant of Jesus Christ and through Jesus he had been favored with Apostleship. He was to spread Jesus’
name and bring others to obedient faith.

In the Gospel today, Joseph was troubled in heart and mind. He has many questions to which he can find no answer.
He just found out that Mary, to whom he is engaged, is pregnant. Yet, they have not slept together. But an Angel of
God appeared to him in a dream, and said to him: Joseph do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife because
she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit.

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Joseph was a man of commitment. He truly loved Mary and would not subject
her to public ridicule but was ready to separate quietly. But he was reassured however, by God’s word and never
looked back. He was committed to Mary and Jesus.

It has been said that our character is revealed not by the number of options we leave open in our life but the
commitment we embrace. My dear beloved in Christ, we are not all aware of the destruction done by the failure to
keep commitments within our families, in the Church and public life. Joseph could have walked away from his
commitment to Mary and Jesus even after the dream, but he didn’t. As Christians, many times, problems will come
our way, but we must be patient and not think that God has forgotten us. Some things we will not understand when
they happen. But God has not abandoned us. His spirit is living within us.

My dear people of God, Christmas is a good time to renew our commitments to our families, our vocation, our work
and our Church. Maturity is indeed defined not by the number of options we leave open, but by the commitment we
keep even when it isn’t easy. Joseph was the protector of the Holy Family. It was not an easy world in those days.
People in Bethlehem and later in Nazareth were not simply walking through the streets singing, “What Child is This.”
It was a violent and brutal world in which Joseph protected Mary and Jesus during those early years.

My dear people of God, we can imitate Joseph’s role as protector in two ways: As Catholics, we need to protect and
preserve the message about the birth of Christ, our Savior. Secondly, Joseph is a powerful model for us at this time of
year. He is a model of adult commitment that will shape our life and our soul.

My dear people of God, Christmas is not just about a beautiful | A Stewardship Moment: When he discovered that

story that warms our hearts. It is about a solid fact that can | Mary was with child, Joseph resolved to end their
save our soul. engagement with as little disgrace as possible. But

obedient to the voice of God, he changed those plans

May the good Lord C D ;t/a and became instead the protector of the child Jesus
richly bless you! * and His mother, Mary. God grant that I may be as
riehly ristmas

9 :

. L
0 Jins+ open to the leading of the Holy Spirit!

£ With Upcoming Parish Events . . .
(BH is Brinkmann Hall; PC is Parish Center)

Dec 22: Finance Meeting, Noon, PC

Christmas Flowers: If you would like to donate a Parish Council Meeting, 6:30pm, PC
poinsettia in memory of loved ones or in thanksgiving, please Jan4:  Second Collectlon.for Food Pantry
bring to the church by Dec 22 or place a monetary donation in  Pariotic Rosary, 5:30pm
the collection basket. Please include the name(s) of those Jan 5: KC Meeting, 7:30pm
) Jan7: Sacred Seed Sowers Book Club, 1pm, PC

who you would like to remember or honor. Faith Formation Classes, 6pm

: . Jan 14: Faith Formation Classes, 6pm
Taake, Terry Eg}seder, Maria George, Pam Wll-le’ Don Jan:  Coffee & Donuts; Birthday Basket after Mass, BH
Goedken, Fr. Bries, Lenny Young, Matt and Mindy . s .
Jan 21: Faith Formation Classes, 6pm

Westhoff, Maria (Frommelt) Somsel. Please contact Betty Jan 28: Eucharistic Adoration. 9am-7
Evers at 563-252-1666 for additions/changes. A 26 BHCHATSHE ACOTation, Zam-Ipm

@ Prayer List: Please join us in praying for: Cindy Jan 11: KC Breakfast, 8-11:30am, BH

Priest: Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017 Finance: Parish Council: Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247
Deacon: James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696 Jim Schlueter | Beth Sadewasser, Chair | Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476

Faith Formation:Erin Schmelzer, 563-880-7471 563-252-1490 563-880-2743 St. Anne: Maggie Schlueter,563-252-1490
Youth Ministry: Katey Simon, 563-219-4129 Marv Althoff Jessie Young, Cath Daughters: Janet Happel: 319-530-9121
Parish Life: Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 Jeff Burr Gerald Bormann, Prayer Line: Betty Evers, 563-252-1666
Liturgy: Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 Tom Augustyn Lois Bries Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 | Sharon Keehner Adam Scherbring St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815
Choir: Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 Austin Greve Larry Wille Phoebe Johnson: 563 880-4767

Secretary: Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234




