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LIVE THE LITURGY:          ~ St. Mary’s Liturgy Committee 

     Advent calls us to put on the mantle of patience in the name of spiritual growth.  As we bide our time waiting for 
the coming of the Lord while the rest of the world gets on with the Christmas celebration weeks ahead of schedule, we 
discover beauty, anticipation, and a chance to slow down our pace and breathe for a change.   
     The second reading from James reminds us that just as the farmer must patiently wait for a seed to take root and 
grow, so we, too, must watch and wait, all the while nourishing the seed of our faith through prayer.    
     Don't complain about each other; don't judge lest you be judged.  The Christian is like the farmer waiting for his 
crop.  He doesn't control the rain or the sun.  He trusts in the Lord and waits for the proper time.   
     Oh, that I will become more like that farmer in the Lord's vineyard!   

PARISH LIFE will be hosting coffee, juice and donuts this Sunday, Dec 14 after Mass in Brinkmann Hall.   

and it is 
December Birthday Basket Sunday—children/youth with December birthdays will receive a special blessing/gift! 

 

Mass Schedule:  Dec 15– Dec 21, 2025 
 

Mon., Dec 15:  ,  No Mass Scheduled 
 

Tues., Dec 16:    No Mass Scheduled             
 

Wed., Dec 17:   8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
      Karen Kennicker 
          

Thur., Dec 18:  10:00 A.M. Mass – Guttenberg Care Center 
      Jim & Mary Gamerdinger 
   

Fri., Dec 19:  8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
      Sherrie Westemeier 
       9:00—9:45 A.M. Confessions 
 

Sat., Dec 20:   Vigil of Fourth Sunday of Advent 
                  4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo 
         The Matt Family & Angeline Berns 
      5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Dec'd of Kann/Kolker Family 
                          

Sun., Dec 21:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
                   8:30 A.M. Mass –  Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista 
     People of the Parish 
      10:00 A.M. – Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed       
          Albert & Regina Schlueter Family 
 

Social Justice Committee’s 7th Annual CHRISTMAS 

CLOTHING MISSION 

Please return your unwrapped gifts by Dec 14. 
 

Scripture Study: “Foundations of  
Faith” (Catechism of the Catholic Church) 
will start on Feb. 3 & 5, 2026. Sessions are 
offered Tuesdays at 8:30 AM with Jerry 
Balk and repeated Thursdays at 6:30 PM 
with Deacon Jim Pfaffly. Each session 
includes a 30‑minute DVD and study 
materials. This will be a three part study 
with each part taking 7 weeks to complete.  
The 2nd part starts in Sept 2026 and the 
third in Jan 2027.  To register/order guides, 
contact Jerry, 563‑580‑4539 or Deacon 
Jim, 563‑880‑9696. 

Soccer Field:  A total of 108 parishioners 
shared their thoughts on the possible sale 
of the soccer field. Of those, 94 were in 
favor of selling and 14 were opposed. The 
council is currently engaged in prayerful 
ongoing discussion as they try to decide 
what will be the best course of action for 
our parish going forward.   

Stephen Ministry...are you or someone you 
know in our parish or community strug-
gling with life difficulties?  Grieving, hav-
ing a medical or spiritual crisis, hospitali-
zation, or a major life transition?  These are 
all situations folks could benefit from the 
emotional and spiritual care a Stephen 
Minister provides.  Call Becky Shaffer, SM 
Leader, at 319-393-1234 to find out how 
we can help.  

Christmas Eve/Day Mass Schedule: 

December 24, Christmas Eve:  4pm, Garnavillo; 5:30pm Guttenberg  

December 25, Christmas Day:  8:30am, N. Buena Vista                

               10:00am, Guttenberg 

2026 Budget Envelopes  are available at 

the back of church.   

The Internal Revenue Service requires all 
contributions to the parish must be 
postmarked by December 31, 2025 to 
receive charitable credit for 2025. 



Parish Council:     
Beth Sadewasser, Chair 

563-880-2743  
Jessie Young,  

Gerald Bormann,  
Lois Bries 

Adam Scherbring 
Larry Wille 

 

Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247 
Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476 
St. Anne: Maggie Schlueter,563-252-1490 
Cath Daughters: Janet Happel: 319-530-9121 
Prayer Line:  Betty Evers, 563-252-1666 
Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469 
St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815 
                    Phoebe Johnson:  563 880-4767  
Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234 Secretary:  Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com 

Priest:  Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017    
Deacon:  James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696 
Faith Formation:Erin Schmelzer, 563-880-7471 
Youth Ministry:  Katey Simon, 563-219-4129 
Parish Life:  Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 
Liturgy:  Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 
Choir:  Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 

Finance: 
Jim Schlueter 
563-252-1490  
Marv Althoff  

Jeff Burr  
Tom Augustyn 
Sharon Keehner 

Austin Greve 

Homily:  Dec 14, Third Sunday of Advent:   “Rejoice, your God is coming.”         ~ Fr. Paul 

My dear people of God, in the name of God the prophet Isaiah speaks the words of promise to us. He tells us, “your 
God is coming, the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame will leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy.” 
 

In the Gospel of today St. John the Baptist sent some of his followers to ask Jesus if He were really the promised 
Redeemer. Our Lord replied, “Go and tell John what you hear and see; the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the good news preached to them.” 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, just as these were the signs that Jesus was the true Messiah, we must trust that, 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” Hebrews 13:8. Our God is with us. What he did in the past, 
he continues to do in our time. 
 

Dearly beloved in Christ, as Christians there is some blindness, some deafness and some lameness in each one of us. 
How often I am blind to the needs of people around me. Blind to the sorrow on their faces and the pain in their hearts. 
Blind to their loneliness and their unhappiness, and blind also to their goodness to me and to all they bring into my 
life. 
 

My dear people of God, how many times am I deaf to what others say to me. Do I listen to them, or am I too busy 
with my own things?  How often I am also like a lame person, when I do not go to their homes to share in their joys 
and sorrows. When I do not move to give some assistance when I could do it. When I don’t care. When I am closed in 
on my own little problems. 
 

My dear people of God, there is much that needs to be healed in me. Much that the Lord wants to heal, to purify and 
to bring to life again! When the Lord is there, something always happens. He touches us and we are healed. Then, we 
can walk with peace and joy in our hearts. 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during this coming week just think again about God’s message you heard 
today.  Just place before the Lord your blindness, the deafness and the lameness that is in you.  Ask Him to heal you.   
 

Let us make special efforts this week to see the needs of people around us – your family, your friends and neighbors--
to hear their requests, to walk, to reach out to them.  Then hear again the words of the second reading:  “Do not lose 
heart, the Lord’s coming will be soon.”   
 

May the good Lord richly bless you!  Amen.   

Upcoming Parish Events . . . 
(BH is Brinkmann Hall;       PC is Parish Center) 
 

Dec 12:  Decorating Church for Christmas 
Dec 14:  Coffee and Donuts after Mass, BH 
   December Birthday Basket 
   Clayton Ridge High School Concert, 7pm 
Dec 17:   Sacred Seed Sowers Book Club, 1pm, PC  
    Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 
Dec 22:   Finance Meeting, Noon, PC 
                Parish Council Meeting, 6:30pm, PC 
Dec 24:  Christmas Eve:  4pm Mass at St. Joseph 
   5:30pm Mass at St. Mary 
Dec 25:  Christmas Day:  8:30am Mass at Imm. Conception 

  10am Mass at St. Mary 

A Stewardship Moment:  Each of us has his or her 
own role to play in the coming of the kingdom of 
God.  John the Baptist was called to be the herald of 
the Messiah, preparing the way of the Lord.  To what 
is the Lord calling me? 

Prayer List:  Please join us in praying for:  Cindy 
Taake, Terry Eglseder, Maria George, Pam Wille, Don 
Goedken, Fr. Bries, Lenny Young, Matt and Mindy 

Westhoff.   Please contact Betty Evers at  563-252-1666 for 
additions/changes.     

Eucharistic Adoration:  Jan 28 from 9am-7pm.   

Christmas Flowers:  If you would like to donate a 
poinsettia in memory of loved ones or in thanksgiving, please 
bring to the church by Dec 22 or place a monetary donation in 
the collection basket.  Please include the name(s) of those 
who you would like to remember or honor.  

Prayer for the Third Advent candle, the pink candle, 
Candle of Joy:  O Lord, as we light the third candle of Advent, 

we are reminded of the joy that you bring into our lives.  We 
anticipate the joy of Christmas, the joy of your birth, and the joy of 
your love for us.  Fill us with joy, O Lord, and let it overflow in our 
hearts, in our words, and in our actions.  May we be a source of joy 
to others, and may we spread your joy throughout the world.  We 

ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.   


