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   This week we meet John the Baptist, herald and forerunner of the Messiah.  John urges the people to "prepare the 
way of the Lord," and get their lives in order so they could welcome Jesus and be saved.   
     Now by the Spirit, John understands that the hour has come!  He urges the people to get their lives in order so they 
can welcome Jesus and be saved.  We can seize the opportunity to repent and make room for Jesus in our 
hearts.  Then we'll know the joy of salvation as Jesus releases us from the burden of our sins.  
     What are concrete ways to establish Christ's kingdom of heaven on earth?  This week, strive to "think in harmony" 
with those in your home, work, and parish.  Show hospitality by listening to the opinions of others.  Engage in 
dialogue when problems arise so "that with one accord you may with one voice" arrive at solutions that glorify 
God.  The rest of the world wants you to bake cookies till you drop and spend so much you'll need six months to dig 
yourself out of debt.  Advent asks you to slow down, pause, breathe.  If you want a recipe for real joy, set aside the 
world's version and find what's challenging 
in the words of Scripture. 

 

Mass Schedule:  Dec 8– Dec 14, 2025 
 

Mon., Dec 8:  ,  6:00 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg 
       Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception(Holy day of obligation) 
     People of the Parish 

Tues., Dec 9:    No Mass Scheduled             
 

Wed., Dec 10:   8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Jo Thein   
        

Thur., Dec 11:  8:30 A.M. Mass – Guttenberg River Living Center 
     Judy Blattel 
   

Fri., Dec 12:  8:30 A.M. Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Gary Kann 
       9:00—9:45 A.M. Confessions 
 

Sat., Dec 13:   Vigil of Third Sunday of Advent 
                  4:00 P.M. Mass—St. Joseph, Garnavillo 
        Lois & Harold Mueller & Gerald Hoeger 
      5:30 P.M. Mass—St. Mary, Guttenberg 
     Brian Saeugling 
                          

Sun., Dec 14:  Third Sunday of Advent 
                   8:30 A.M. Mass –  Immaculate Conception, N. Buena Vista 
     People of the Parish 
      10:00 A.M. – Mass – St. Mary, Guttenberg, live streamed       
          People of the Parish 

St. Mary Social Justice Committee’s 7th 

Annual CHRISTMAS CLOTHING 

MISSION 

Please take a tag from the Giving 
Tree at the back of the church. Each 
tag lists a gift for a child or adult in 

need. After purchasing the item, attach the 
tag and place the unwrapped gift in the 

container at the back of the church. Return 
items by Dec 14. The Resource Center will 
distribute items to local families in need.  

Readers/Lectors:  Sue Bahls is moving 
the Reader Ministry Scheduling to 
me.  Over the next week I'd like to talk 
with current readers and any folks 
interested in this wonderful ministry as 
Readers of the Word at Mass.  Please 
contact me for more information at 319-
393-1234 or beckyts388@gmail.com and 
let's visit!  Gratefully, Becky Shaffer 

Have you felt called to serve at the Lord’s Table? We invite parishioners 
to prayerfully consider becoming a Eucharistic Minister of Holy 

Communion. This beautiful ministry allows you to share the Body 
and Blood of Christ with our faith community. Whether you are new to 

this ministry or seeking a refresher, this training which will begin 
January 2026 will prepare you for reverent and confident service.  The 
training will be spread over a couple of months with 2 mtgs per month.  

To register/learn more, contact the parish office: 563-252-1247. 

 

Scripture Study: “Foundations of  
Faith” (Catechism of the Catholic Church) 
will start on Feb. 3 & 5, 2026. Sessions are 
offered Tuesdays at 8:30 AM with Jerry 
Balk and repeated Thursdays at 6:30 PM 
with Deacon Jim Pfaffly. Each session 
includes a 30‑minute DVD and study 
materials. This will be a three part study 
with each part taking 7 weeks to complete.  
The 2nd part starts in Sept 2026 and the 
third in Jan 2027.  To register/order guides, 
contact Jerry, 563‑580‑4539 or Deacon 
Jim, 563‑880‑9696. 

Soccer Field:  A total of 108 parishioners shared their thoughts on 
the possible sale of the soccer field. Of those, 94 were in favor of selling 
and 14 were opposed. After a lengthy discussion, the parish council has 
decided to table any action at this time. They continue to prayerfully 
consider what will be best for our parish.  

December’s Knight of the Month is Ken 
Davis!  French toast and sausage will be 
served at the next KC breakfast Jan 11. 

mailto:beckyts388@gmail.com


Parish Council:     
Beth Sadewasser, Chair 

563-880-2743  
Jessie Young,  

Gerald Bormann,  
Lois Bries 

Adam Scherbring 
Larry Wille 

 

Parish Center Reservations: 563-252-1247 
Knights: Dale Wille, 309-232-9476 
St. Anne: Maggie Schlueter,563-252-1490 
Cath Daughters: Janet Happel: 319-530-9121 
Prayer Line:  Betty Evers, 563-252-1666 
Friends of St Mary:Jane Parker, 563-880-5469 
St. Mary Alumni: Pat Kolker, 563-880-9815 
                    Phoebe Johnson:  563 880-4767  
Stephen Ministry:Becky Shaffer:319.393.1234 Secretary:  Lisa Kies, 563-880-1946; OfficeOfStMary@gmail.com 

Priest:  Fr. Paul Kwaku Ameyaw, 563-880-6017    
Deacon:  James Pfaffly, 563-880-9696 
Faith Formation:Erin Schmelzer, 563-880-7471 
Youth Ministry:  Katey Simon, 563-219-4129 
Parish Life:  Lois Bries, 563-252-3026 
Liturgy:  Wendy Shea, 563-252-1264 
Social Concerns Gerald Bormann, 563-419-6967 
Choir:  Anna Moser, 563-880-1176 

Finance: 
Jim Schlueter 
563-252-1490  
Marv Althoff  

Jeff Burr  
Tom Augustyn 
Sharon Keehner 

Austin Greve 

Homily:  Dec 7, Second Sunday of Advent:   “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”         ~ Deacon Jim 

Do you ever wonder if God gets tired of trying to have a relationship with us? Fortunately for us, he doesn’t. This is 
reflected in the following story. A man was once asked how many it took to convert him. “Two,” he replied. “Two? 
Didn’t God do it all?” the person asked. “The Almighty and myself converted me.” he said. “I did all I could against 
it, and the Almighty did all he could for it, and he won!” 

If we are honest I am sure that all of us at some time are like that man and we resist the efforts of our God to bring us 
closer him, but he doesn’t give up on us. He keeps on offering us love and forgiveness. That is what the season of 
Advent is all about. This is a time for us to prepare our hearts and our lives for the coming of our Savior at Christmas. 
All three of this week’s readings remind us to repent and to reform our lives so we are ready for the coming of Christ; 
both for his birth as a infant and for his second coming at the end time. 

In the first reading, Isaiah tells us that one is coming who will have the spirit of the Lord rest upon him, and the world 
will be changed. Isaiah was talking about the coming of the Messiah, who has opened the gates of heaven to us!   The 
second reading is also a reading of welcoming and encouragement. St. Paul tells us, “May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one another,” which reminds me of the desire that we express at 
Christmas time when we wish good will to all. Paul also proposes that “in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one 
accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This is certainly a time for us to 
glorify God both in word and how we live our lives. And let us remember that part of glorifying God is to spread his 
love by welcoming people to come into our homes and our hearts, not only during the Christmas season, but all 
through the year.  In today’s gospel, John the Baptist also reminds us of the coming of Jesus, but he warned his 
listeners and us to repent and prepare the way of the Lord, and that is why this reading is used during Advent. Advent 
is designed to be a time when we examine our lives and make whatever changes we need to improve our relationship 
with our Lord.  Towards the end of today’s gospel, John uses a powerful image that would have made sense to the 
people of that time. After the wheat was harvested, the workers would throw the wheat up into the air, and the wind 
would blow the lighter chaff away, and the more substantial grains of wheat would fall to the threshing floor. The 
chaff is the unnecessary; the waste. 

During this season of Advent, I urge all us to examine our lives, and let the wind of the Holy Spirit blow the chaff of 
our lives away so we can concentrate on what is truly important in our lives.  In closing, let us produce good fruit as 
evidence of our repentance as we cooperate with our triune God as he works to bring us closer to himself. Have a 
blessed Advent! 

Upcoming Parish Events . . . 
(BH is Brinkmann Hall;       PC is Parish Center) 

Dec 7:   Patriotic Rosary, 5:30pm 
Dec 8:   Holy Day of Obligation, Mass 6pm @ St. Mary 
Dec 10:  Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 
Dec 12:  Decorating Church for Christmas, 12:30pm 
Dec 14:  Coffee and Donuts after Mass, BH 
   December Birthday Basket 
   Clayton Ridge High School Concert, 7pm 
Dec 17:   Sacred Seed Sowers Book Club, 1pm, PC  
    Faith Formation Classes, 6pm 
Dec 24:  Christmas Eve:  4pm Mass at St. Joseph 
   5:30pm Mass at St. Mary 
Dec 25:  Christmas Day:  8:30am Mass at Imm. Conception 

  10am Mass at St. Mary 

A Stewardship Moment:   
We must be good stewards of God’s gifts to us, receiving 
them gratefully and cultivating them with care, lest we be 

the ones about whom John the Baptist speaks today, 
cautioning us, “Every tree that does not bear good fruit will 

be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

Prayer List:  Please join us in praying for:  Cindy 
Taake, Terry Eglseder, Maria George, Pam Wille, Don 
Goedken, Fr. Bries, Lenny Young, Matt and Mindy 

Westhoff.   Please contact Betty Evers at  563-252-1666 for 
additions/changes.     

Mass intentions:  Since it is not yet known which churches 
will host weekend & daily Masses, we are unable to schedule 
Mass intentions beyond June 30, 2026. The Archdiocese has 
set the offering for a Mass intention at $10.  If you would like 
to request a Mass during the first half of 2026, please visit the 
parish office so we can check available dates.   

Christmas Decorating Volunteers Wanted:  Join us on 
Friday, December 12 at 12:30pm as we decorate the 
church for Christmas. Many hands make light work—let’s 
celebrate the season by decorating together!  

Our next Eucharistic Adoration will take place  
January 28th from 9am-7pm.   


