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Have you ever noticed how the story of the two disciples meeting Jesus on the road to Emmaus looks a lot like the
way we meet Jesus at every Mass?

At the start, Cleopas and his friend were devastated. Jesus had been crucified, and their hopes were dashed. So
when Jesus approached them, "their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him" (Luke 24:16). How often do we
come to Mass preoccupied? Things in our lives can keep us from seeing Jesus clearly.

Jesus drew near and engaged with the two disheartened disciples. Similarly, He welcomes us to Mass as we are
and draws near to us.

Once Jesus started the conversation with His disciples, He walked them through "what referred to Him in all the
Scriptures" (Luke 24:27). In the Liturgy of the Word, Jesus teaches us. The readings can open our hearts and minds
to God's perfect plan, fulfilled in Him.

In the Liturgy of the Eucharist, our eyes are opened and our faith deepened as Jesus offers Himself to us in Holy
Communion! At the end of the Mass, we are sent out to "go and announce the Gospel of the Lord."

At Mass, allow your heart to burn with what you hear Him say to you in the readings and in the homily. Gaze with
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Homily: 3rd Sunday of Easter;  The Road to Emmaus ~ Fr. Paul

My dear people of God, one of the most beautiful stories in the gospel is the story of how the risen Lord joined two of
his disciples on the road to Emmaus. Last Sunday we heard about Thomas the Apostle, and we understood what faith
is about. Today the two disciples of Jesus, on the road to Emmaus, show us what hope means. To me, hope means to
keep on expecting something even if all the signs around lead me to think that it will never happen.

The two disciples of today’s gospel had been with Jesus for three years. They knew he had been crucified, died and
buried. They no longer expected to see him again. Yet Jesus was there walking with them; explaining the scriptures
to them and revealing himself to them in the breaking of bread.

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, the Emmaus story is sophisticated Eucharistic catechesis. That is the liturgy of
the word, followed by the liturgy of the Eucharist. This is the meaning of Christ’s resurrection. No matter how much
darkness and sadness in our life, Christ is always there. There’s hope. This is what Peter in the second reading wrote
to the first Christians, “God raised Jesus from the dead so that you would have faith and hope in God.”

My dear people of God, let us imagine if Cleopas and his friend had not invited and engaged the stranger in
conversation, and pressed upon him to stay with them, they would have not understood better the scriptures. They
wouldn’t have recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread. They wouldn’t have known that this stranger who spoke
so well about Jesus, was in fact, Jesus himself, and he was the one walking with them.

My dear people of God, it is the same with us today. As we walk on the road of life, often we feel like these two
disciples. We are troubled and downcast. There is little hope in our hearts. We don’t see much of a future before us.
When we talk to our friends of our problems, the words “frustration and depression” come to our lips. Who will
answer them for us. Who will give us back hope? It is the same Jesus who gave back hope to Cleopas and his friend,
Jesus of Nazareth. Every time we celebrate the Eucharist, Jesus invites us to his table. As we leave the church and go
back on the road of our daily life, Jesus walks with us and waits to be invited to our table.

My dear people of God, if you wish to have life do what the disciples did. They offered him hospitality. The Lord

wanted to continue his journey, but they urged him to stay with them. The Lord revealed himself in the breaking of
bread. Hospitality restored to them what lack of faith had taken away. My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, if you
wish to recognize the Lord, take the stranger, the poor, blind, beggars, those suffering around us in sharing of bread.

May the All-powerful God in his mercy, inflame our hearts and raise our spirits so that we may journey towards the
kingdom of God with renewed hope. May the good Lord
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